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PROPRIETOR, @: 


SIX. 


T is not long ſince that: in a n with 
whom we were met to paſs the Evening, the 
Converſation you know turned chiefly upon 
the Eaſt- India Company, which among other 
Matters relative to that Body, drew on at length 
much Talk about Madraſs, and the Cauſes of the 
Loſs and Ranſom of it; every one ſpoke and de- 
livered his Opinion from the Information he had 
received; but notwithſtanding all that was faid 
upon the Subject, by ſome to the Diſhonour of the 
Gentlemen at that Time in Truſt there, you ſeemed 
to entertain a Suſpicion to the laſt, That a certain 
Set of Men have very induſtriouſſy endeavoured to 
diſguiſe and miſrepreſent the Truth, intimating alſo 
an earneſt Deſire to be clearly informed of the Truth, 
if you knew by what Channel to come at it: I re- 
ſolved, tho? I did not allow myſelf to enter deeply 
into the Controverſy that Night, to comply with 
your Requeſt as far as I was able, and as ſoon as 
I conveniently could ; and that I might not be too 
tardy, I fet about OY at my firſt Leiſure ſuch 
A 2 | authentic 
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authentic Accounts as I knew were procurable, and 
recollecting ſuch previous Occurrences as I thought 
might ſerve to exhibit the Foundation of the Mea- 
ſures taken in Leadenhall-ftreet for near twenty Years 
paſt, and to elucidate the Train of dark Intrigues 
carried on there to this very Day. In Order to do 
which, it is neceſſary to remark on ſome Paſlages 
ſeveral Years antecedent to the fatal Period whereof 
I am about to ſpeak ; the Facts I aſſert are founded 
upon ſuch Authority, as I believe will not be con- 
teſted, and the Inferences I make will I think be 
allowed to be natural and juſt ; ſhould any of them 
at firſt View appear ſomewhat remote from the 
Points at preſent in queſtion, you will nevertheleſs 
I dare ſay acknowledge in the End, they have 
ſerved as uſeful Lights and Guides to your Judg- 
ment. To begin then, 

You may remember that in the Year 1732, chew 
was a Conteſt among the Proprietors of the India 
Stock, whether they ſhould continue the Dividend 
at Seven per Cert. or reduce it to Six? It is not ne- 
ceſſary that I enter, into the Arguments made Uſe 
of on this Occaſion ; a Ballot enſued ; and though 
it was carried to continue the Dividend of Seven 
per Cent. knowing and diſintereſted Perſons re- 
mained ſtill under a Doubt, whether that was a 
right Meaſure ; at leaſt ſo much may be ſaid in 
Juſtification of thoſe who were againſt it, and I 
think you will recolle& it, that when it was after- 
wards in 1743, propoſed to increaſe the Dividend 
to Eight per Cent. the Proprietors were told the 

Stock would much better afford then to divide 
Eight than Seven in 1732; you will ſee in the 

Courſe 


[5] 


Courſe of this Letter how ill-judged i it was to make 
ſuch a Declaration,” but much more to propoſe it at 
that Juncture, when we were juſt upon the Eve of 
a War with France. 

But to return to the Year 1732, the ill Hine 
which the Conteſt about the Dividend had raiſed, 
continued till the Election for Directors came on in 
1733, when a new Liſt was formed and carried, 
wherein all thoſe who were looked upon to have had 
the chief Influence in the Management of the 
Company's Affairs before, were left out, and others 
ſubſtituted in their Stead; theſe to keep up an 
Intereſt, with thoſe who had placed them in Power, 
applied their Thoughts to every Meaſure that could 
be contrived to create a Saving, thereby to ſup- 
port the Dividend, at the ſame Time neglecting 
every Thing that was attended with Expence, 
though never ſo neceſſary and eſſential to the Pre- 
ſervation of the whole Capital Stock. 

Some Years of Tranquillity, and ſome other 
favourable Circumſtances, helped to encourage the 
new Directors in their Scheme of Economy; how- 
ever, there were ſome Events, which though they 
happened at too great a Diſtance to be the Subject 
of much Debate in the Coffee-Houſes in London, 
yet it might reaſonably have been expected would 
have had a more conſiderable Share of the Attention 
of ſome in Leadenball. ſtreet. 

In the End of the Year 1738, Shaw Nadir enteral 
the MoguPs Dominions, and within few Months 
after became Maſter of the Mogu/'s Perſon, and in 
Poſſeſſion of hea the Capital City : It was imagined 

A * that 
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hat after ſo eaſy a Conqueſt, he would have de- 
clared himſelf Sovereign of the Empire, and have 
detached ſome of his Perfian Generals as Vice-Roys 
over the diftant Provinces, where they would have 
raiſed great Contributions from the Natives, and 
obliged the European Settlements to pay largely for 
their Liberty of Trade, and the Confirmation of 


thoſe Privileges which they had obtained of the 


former Lords and Governours of thoſe Countries; 
it appears that the Directors in Leadenhall-ftreet were 
not without Apprehenſions of that Sort, and their 
Servants abroad had flattered themſelves that Care 
would have been taken here, to ſend out ſo con- 
ſiderable a Force as might ſecure them from the 
Neceſſity of ſubmitting to any unreaſonable Terms; 
but inſtead of ſending any Additional Force, they 
contented themſelves with tacking the following 


Paragraph to their Letter of the 2d of January, 


1739. © We rely that you have exerted a proper 
Care of our Privileges and Eſtate on the ſur- 
*prizing Revolution brought about by Shaw Na- 
% 4;z7's March from Perſia into India, and the Con- 
« queſt of the Mogu! Empire, by your ſecuring a 
quiet Poſſeſſion and Continuance of the Phir- 
«© maund Grants in our Favour, and a free Cur- 
« rency of our Trade without Moleſtation from 
ce the new Governours, Vice-Roys, and Nabobs, 
e that may be appointed on ſo great a Change; in 
« Caſe of any Difficulty or Obſtruction, we per- 
« ſwade ourſelves that you ſtruggled with, and 
e removed. them in the beſt Manner, embracing ' 


every favourable Opportunity that offered to 


cc pro- 
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0 ni our Intereſt and Welfare conformable to 


the Truſt xepoſed in you. 


The Servants abroad were not fo dim- ſighted, but 


they diſcovered: plaialy the Snare which was laid 


for them in this artful Paragraph; if Shaw Nadir 
had kept Poſſeſſion of the Magul's Country, and 
changed the Government of the diſtant Provinces, 
there were but two Ways of preſerving the former 
Grants and 'a free Currency of the Trade; as the 
Directors had ſent out no Force, it muſt have been 
done by Money : it is not eaſy to ſay how much 
the new Governour might have demanded, or how 
much would have contented him; in all Likelihood 
it would have been ſo conſiderable, as would have 
gone deep in the Sum they had been ſaving up 
here; if in Conſequence it had occaſioned any 
Rumour of lowering the Dividend, you who have 
ſpent your Life among us in this Part of the World, 
will gueſs at the Clamour which ſuch an Event 
would have cauſed among the Proprictors, and the 
Arts which would have been made Uſe of by the 
Directors to fix the Blame abroad; it would have 
been in vain for their Servants there to have 
pleaded Neceſſity and the Letter of their Orders; 
and though I believe you will think, as they ſent 
out no Force, it is but a reaſonable Interpretation of 
the latter Part of the Paragraph juſt recited, that 
they meant and intended a Sum of Money ſhould 
be applied to make up Matters; yet I ſay if ſuch a 
Neceſſity had happened, they would have pretended 


they meant no more by the Truſt repoſed in their 


nn, than the Power of repelling Force by 
aA 4 Force; 


Ws 
Force; and as they had neglected that, would have 
branded them with Cowardice, perhaps have ac- 
cuſed them alſo of Knavery, in having charged more 
than double what was actually paid, and in Con- 
{ſequence have diſmiſſed them with Difgrace and In- 
famy; and to carry on the Farce, would have ordered 
them to England, to the Ruin of themſelves and 
Families, under Pretence of ſuing them in the Courts 
here for Breach of Truſt. This was the Light in 
which this remarkable Paragraph was conſidered 
Abroad, and though the Servants there were 
extreamly chagrined by Reflections of that Sort, 
they had the Pleaſure to ſee that bitter Cup was 
paſſed from them, Shaw Nadir having reſtored the 
Mogul to the Poſſeſſion of his Dominions, and was 
returned into Pera; the Effects of his Conqueſt were 
not felt till ſome Years after in the Southern Pro- 
vinces, and were then of a different Sort from what was 
at firſt apprehended; as they have no Connection 
with the Purpoſe of this Letter I forbear any Recital 
of them. 
This Storm, which appeared ad at a Diſtaner, 
had not been long over, before the People abroad 
were threatned with another; this was the March of 
an Army of Morattaes, conſiſting of Ninety or a 
hundred Thouſand Horſe into the Province of Arcot 
in the Year 1740. As Madraſs was ſituated in 
that Country, and within three Days March of that 
Capital, it was too intereſting an Event to be 
altogether indifferent about it; and indeed for a 
while it engroſſed the whole Care and Attention of the 
Company's Servants there, in what Manner it would 
de 


"FR 
be moſt prudent for them to act in ſo critical a 
Conjuncture; they looked upon it as incumbent 
upon them, to ſecure themſelves as well as they 
could from any Attacks of the Morattaes; but if the 
Means they made uſe of was attended with Expence, 
and that was impoſſible to be avoided, they were 
under uneaſy Apprehenſions of incurring the Diſ- 
pleaſure of the Directors at Home; for although 
when any Repairs had been repreſented as neceſſary, 
and ſometimes a new Warehouſe or other Con- 
venience wanted abroad, the Directors had generally 
indeed given their Conſent; yet it was as often that they 
complained of the Coſt when it was compleated, 
and almoſt every Year tranſmittted them a Lecture 
upon CEconomy. Read what follows as a Specimen - 
thereof, dated the goth December, 1737. Several 
of the Paragraphs under this Head are in Anſwer 
* to our Letters then before you; you aſſure us all 
Accounts are narrowly inſpected, and the utmoſt 
« Frugality in all Diſburſements; we ſhall only 
reply in general, that the ſame Care muſt always 
be continued; we obſerve the Expences of your 
* Place and the Subordinates, are near the ſame as 
* uſual; and you tell us the great Reduction made 
*in 1723, has left no Room for you to leſſen the 
** Expence of the Military, Gun-room, and Peons; 
this being the Caſe we acquieſce ; needful Charges 
% muſt be defrayed, all that we aim at, is, to have 


* our Money diſburſed in the carefulleſt Manner, 


*© ſuperfluous Articles avoided, and in ſhort good 
** Huſbandry to be exerciſed in the Management 
4 of every Branch of our Affairs committed to your 


« Care, 


* 
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Care, whereby Savings may. be made when 
„ Repairs and ſuch other like Things are neceſſary.“ 
If to this be added, that there was a Standing Order 
ſubſiſting ever ſince the Year 1723, that no new 
Building ſhould be Ere&ed, or any confiderable 
Repairs ſet about, before an Eſtimate of the Expence 
was made, and Leave from hence firſt had and ob- 
tained, I dare ſay you will think the Apprehenfion 
of the Gentlemen Abroad was founded upon ſome 
Reaſon, notwithſtanding an Expreſſion that was 
ſometimes tacked to a particular Conceſſion, © That 
they grudged no Expence that was neceſſary for 
the Defence of the Settlement.” 

The Morattaes, as I have ſaid, having entered the 
Province of Arcot, killed the Nabob, and defeated 
his Army, proceeded to the Capital, which they 
plundered, and while they ſtayed there, raiſed large 
Contributions from the adjacent Countries; they 
wrote to the Governour of Madraſs, that they had 
large Demands on the Company, which they would 
ſettle at Leiſure, in the mean Time they demanded 
three Hundred Thouſand Pagodas in Part towards 
the Pay of their Army; as this Letter was only ſent 
by two Horſemen, it was not difficult for him to 
return an Anſwer, but he would not have found it 
ſo eaſy, in the Circumſtances the Place then was, 
to have avoided parting with a round Sum, if they 
had backed their -Demand by marching a much 
leſs Number than their whole Force againſt the 
Town; that they did not do ſo, was, I am con- 
vinced, owing, to other Cauſes, than any Opinion 
that his Power was ſufficient to reſiſt them. 


.. 


I come. 


f 17 ] 
I come how to the laſt Scene at Madraſs, namely 
the Loſs of that moſt important and valuable Settle- 
ment, which was taken by the French in September 
1746. From what has been already ſaid, you will 
be able to form a pretty good Judgment of the 
| Diſpoſition and Ways of thinking of thoſe con- 
cerned in the Management of the Company's Affairs 
both at Home and Abroad (a); I muſt take up ſome 
Part of your Time by relating ſome Occurrences 
which happened previous to the Siege of the Place, 
and when I have explained to you the Condition it 
was in at that Juncture, together with the Tranſ- | 
actions and other Circumſtances conſequent thereto, 


(a) In the Beginning of 1742, Mr. Law, a Gentleman of 
known Honour and Integrity, was diſmiſſed from the Governmenc 
of Bombay, for no other Cauſe aſſigned or pretended than the 
Expences he had put the Company to in having partly fortified 
the Town and Caſtle of that Iſland ; and what ſtrengthens the 
Preſumption that it was only for that, is an Expreſſion in a 
Letter from a certain leading Man at that Time in the Direction, | 
which take as he wrote it. Mr. Law we think a very honeſt } 
« Man, but too expenſive a Governour.” This Inſtance re- 
newed the Fears and Apprehenſions of the People at Madraſs, | 
but as they had the Year before wrote the Directors, that they 
« had ſome Reaſon to believe the Province of Arcot would be 
« reſtored to a State of Tranquility in a few Months, when they | 
« would loſe no Time in reducing the Garriſon Charges to what 
was preſcribed in peaceable Times.” They hoped it might 

have ſome Effect to pacify them, and quiet the Pangs which it 
was imagined they would be under, for the Money which was 
laid out on the Town when the Morattaes entered the Province. | 
The Directors anſwer this the 4th of February, 1742, and ſay, 
This would be an agreeable Service, provided it could with _} 
« Prudence be accompliſhed ; but as Affairs in Furape are flill. | 
« in an unſettled State, ſuch a Reduction mult not be Wholly } 
« made until you hear further from us. 


- 
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you will be able to decide, Whether that Event 
was not owing to an ill judged Parſimony or ſtupid 
Neglect, to ſay no worſe, in the Directors at Home, 
rather than to any baſe and diſhonourable Conduct 
in the Servants Abroad; but the Directors, in order 
to exculpate and ſkreen themſelves, have very in- 
duſtriouſly propagated many Falſhoods, and left 
no Arts untried, tho* never ſo low and mean, to 
blacken the Characters of thoſe unfortunate Gentle- 
men, and ſo fix on them the Blame and Odium of 
that deplorable Loſs. 

To ſatisfy you that the Directors in Leadenball- 
ſtreet were not entirely ignorant, that there was ſuch 
a People ſubſiſting as the French; the goth of De- 
cember, 1737, they wrote to Madraſs thus. The 
ͤämoſt particular Intelligence procurable concerning 
& thoſe Powerful Competitors the French, and their 
Commerce, muſt annually be communicated to 
* us, inſerting the Number of Ships, Tonnage, 
Imports and Exports, with the Situation of their 
Affairs, and our other Rivals in Trade upon the 
«© Coaſt of Choromandel. The next Extract I ſhall 
give you, is a Proof the Gentlemen abroad had 
a full Attention to the Conduct of their Neigh- 
bours, I don't certainly know what they wrote 
hither, but you may gueſs at the Purport by the 
Anſwer that was given the 21ſt of March 1739. 
« As Affairs are now ſituated, you cannot be too 
« watchful of their Meaſures ; we take it well at 
« your Hands, that upon a Report of a War being 
C broke out in Europe, our Strength was conſidered, 
« in the Manner repreſented by your ſeparate 

« Letter, 


\ 


t3] 
| « Letter, what is therein defired we have com- 
« plied with by this Shipping, as far as we are 
$6" 008.” 

In all Probability the ſeperate Letter juſt ! men- 
tioned, repreſented the weak State of the Place, and 
ended with a Requeſt to be put in a more reſpectable 
Condition ; there are ſome Truths, though never ſo 
neceſſary to be told, frequently become diſagreeable 
by being often repeated; to conſider that with the 
Attention it deſerved, no doubt gave Pain to Peopie 
here, as every Thing elſe did which was attended 
with Expence; in ſhort, they ſeemed to grow 
peeviſh, for preſently after they add. The par- 
<« ticular Intelligence we deſired in the 45th Para- 
« graph, reſpected an Account of their ſeveral 
Ships Cargoes inward and outward as far as you 
% could learn, together with their Trade carried on 
« from Port to Port in India, and by the ſame 
< being collected together in one of the Papers in 
the Packet, it may be more explicite than your 
* general Advices will permit. 

You muſt excuſe me if I ſtop here, to animadvert 
a little upon an Expreſſion in the Director's Letter 
Juſt now recited ; they ſay, © what is deſired in 
your ſeperate Letter (which no doubt was Men 
and Warlike Stores) we have complied with by 
<* this Year's ſhipping as far as we are able. Now 
I would deſire to know, and I hope at ſome Time 
or other they will tell you, what it was that rendered 
them incapable of complying fully with what was 
requeſted ; till you ſhall be ſatisfied by them in that 
Reſpect, thoſe without Doors will makè Uſe of 


their 
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their own Conjectures; it could not be the Want 
of Money, for they had been puffing every Year 
at the General Court, how much their Savings were 
increaſed, and their own Merit for ſo prudent a 
Conduct : What was it then? the Directors will 
ſay perhaps, the Ships they ſent out had not Raom 
and Convenience to carry more Men and Warlike 
Stores; I aſk then, why they did not ſend out 
more Ships? But the Objection to that doubtleſs 
was, that it would leſſen the Profits they made, by 
having the ſurplus Tonnage home at half Freight, 
and perhaps a Ship or two might have remained in 
India upon Demurrage z and ſo for the Sake of 
that Paltry Saving, all their Settlements in {adia, were 
left expoſed to every Invader; there was no Danger 
abroad which ſeemed allarming enough to take off 
the Attention of theſe Gentlemen, who were ſafe in 
Treadenhall-ftreet, from their favourite Fund; in the 
firſt Flurry of their Spirits from the Apprehenſions 
they were under of the Danger Madraſs might be 
expoſed to from the Morattaes, they reſolved to 
Write, that they would have that Garriſon conſiſt of 
ſix hundred Europeans, excluſive of the Gun- room 
Crew ; accordingly they ſent out upon each Ship 
ſuch a Number of private Men as was uſual in the 
moſt peaceable Times, and which might be ſufficient 
to anſwer the Number of thoſe who were dead and 
deſerted abroad in the Lear; however, they ſent 
out alſo a Man with the Title of Major, nay, they 
went further; for ſeemingly to comply with the 
Requeſt of the Gentlemen at Maareſs, (a) they were 

* 
ſa) The Genen abroad, when the Morattaes entered the 
Province, 
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at the extraordinary Expence of almoſt Eight and 
Forty Shillings a Month to another Man whom they 
called an Engineer; this laſt died before he arrived 
at Madraſs, and the other lived but few Months 
after ; having ſuch ill Succeſs with theſe two, they 
could never prevail with themſelves to ſend any 
more, till after Madraſs was taken by the French 
in ſhort, while theſe powerful Competitors, as the 
Directors called them in 1737, though they don't 
always ſpeak what they think; I ſay while the 
French were increaſing their Strength, and extending 
their Views abroad; our People here, if we may 
judge by their ſubſequent Conduct, ſeem entirely to 
have deſpiſed them, or at leaſt, to have thought, 
that any further Care of their Settlements abroad 
would be needleſs and an unneceſſary Expence. 
It any Thing could have moved theſe Leaden- 
Hall-ftreet Directors, it might have been expected 
they would have made ſome Reflection upon the 
Advices they received from Madraſs, of the Arrival 


Province, were very particular in deſcribing to the Directors the 
Situation of the Place, the Sort of Fortification which was 


moſt of which was very old and Honey-combed; I have no 
Copy of their Letter, or I would have inſerted it in the Appen- 
dix, but I have been told it was among ' other Things repre- 
ſented, that ſome new and additional Works were neccilary, for 
although a great deal of Money had been formerly expended, it 
had been laid out with very little ſudgment ; aud therefore if the 
Directors ſhould confent to have the T'own properly fortified, it 
would be neceſſary to ſend out an A Engineer, who would direct 
the new Works, and repair the DefeQs in the Old, at much leſs 
Expence, than if left to be conducted again by unſkilful Perſons. 


of 


ſtanding, and the Condition thereof, as well as the Artillery, 
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of Monſ. de la Bourdonnais at Pondicherry in the Year 
1741, with a Squadron of large Ships, and his 
having landed Fifteen Hundred Men there; I know 
theſe Gentlemen here have often puffed of their 
perfect Intelligence of the French Force, and the 


Deſtination of every Ship belonging to them; but I 
believe the firſt Intelligence they had of this large 
Armament being ſent to India, was from their 
Servants at Madraſs : Nevertheleſs they remained 
as perfectly eaſy and tranquil here as if no Danger 
was to be apprehended, at leaſt from the French; 
who to be ſure would not dare to attack us, be- 
cauſe they had offered a Neutrality. I fay the 
French had offered a Neutrality ; it was in 1742, 
and for Proof of it, I refer you to a State of that 
Affair in the Appendix, No. I. Nothing certainly 
could have happened more fortunately for our Di- 
rectors, nothing ſo favourable to their beloved 
Plan of faving all Expence, than this Offer of a 
Neutrality. But abſtracted from their penurious 
Scheme, what could a Set of Merchants have de- 
fired or wiſhed for more, than to carry on their 
Trade free from any additional Expence or Fear of 
Danger; at leaſt in thoſe Parts where they were 
moſt expoſed ? To extend the Flames of War to 
fuch a diſtant Part of the World, muſt always be 
attended with infinite Expence, and the Succeſs of 
the beſt laid Deſigns always uncertain, from a 
Variety of Accidents, which as they cannot be fore- 
ſeen, are ſeldom provided for ; but Covetouſneſs and 
a Reluctance to ſpend any Part of what they had 
amaſſed, though never ſo neceſſary for the Pre- 
ſervation 
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| ſervation of their Capital, was now turned to a moſt 
ſtupid but eager Avidity; not contented with 
their Share of the Benefits of a free and uninterrupt- 
ed Trade, by which they had accumulated a large 
Sum, they thirſted after the whole, and vainly 
imagined, that by ſending out a few Ships of War 
to cruize upon the French Ships, they ſhould 


entirely ruin the French Company. If that was the 


Scheme of him to whom the Offer of Neutrality was 
firſt tendered here, it was unhappy for the Nation, 
that he concealed it in his own Breaſt, without com- 
municating it to ſome of more Judgment and Pru- 
dence than himſelf. It is ſaid, a good General ought 
to be capable not only of forming his own Scheme, 
but of penetrating alſo into that of the Enemy; 
but this doughty Politician was too ſhort ſighted, 
he only hugged himſelf with the Hopes of taking 
ſome of their Ships; which were flattered ſo much 
the more, as he expected to come upon them by 
Surprize ; it never entered into his Thoughts, at 
leaſt never to have any Share in his Attention, 
whether the French might not be provoked to com- 
mit Hoſtilities in their Turn, or what Schemes they 
were capable of forming and executing *. All the 
Orders which were given to the Commanders of 


* Well might Mr. Dupleix ſay to a Gentleman who was Pri- 
ſoner at Pondicherry, What B-—ts are your Directors, and how 
unqualified for great Aﬀairs! We offered them a Neutrality 
which they refuſed, then ſquirted out a little Squadron to ſur- 
prize our Trade; and with this Inſult upon us, neglected to the 
laſt to put their Settlements in any Poſture of Defence? What a 
contemptible Opinion, ſaid he, muſt they have of our Com- 

pany, and of our Kings too? they have their Reward, 


B 
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the King's Ships (and which it may be ſuppoſed 
were drawn up agrecable to the Sentiments of the 
Directors, at leaſt of thoſe who called themſelves 
the Secret Committee) ſeemed to be calculated only 
for a Cruizing Scheme, either to ſnap up ſome of 
the French Ships, or to lye ſo in the Way as to 
prevent any of their Cruizers taking of ours ; the 
Safety of the Settlements, upon which depanded our 
Hopes of ſecuring the Trade, both then and in 
future, ſeems to be entirely unthought of, or if 
thought of, entirely neglected. You cannot have 
forgot, Sir, that upon more Occaſions than one, when 
ſeveral of our Merchants had received Advice of 
Ships being failed from France, that ſome were ſeen 
to be Southward of the Line, and ſome in other 
Places, which gave Reaſon to believe they were 
deſtined to the Eaſt- Indies; and in Conſequence ex- 
preſſed a Doubt whether they might not do ſome 
Miſchief there : the People of the India Houſe, 
or ſome of their Emiſſaries, were always ready to 
quiet thoſe Fears, by pretending that the Ships 
which were ſeen at the Brazils were only bound to 
the South Sea, and the reſt to other Parts of the 
World; but admitting they were gone to the 
Eaſtern Seas, no Danger was to be apprehended, 
for the Government refuſed them nothing that 
they aſked, and they had aſked for ſufficient to 
prevent all Miſchief ; in this Manner were the Pro- 
prietors lulled as it were afleep, and into ſuch a 
Dependance upon the Veracity of the Directors, as to 
believe their Affairs were in a ſafe and happy 
Situation; but theſe were only Arts of the Directors, 


to 
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to keep up the Price of the Stock, in which indeed 
they ſucceeded, till the News arrived that Madraſs 
was actually taken by the French; then the Stock 
fell conſiderably, and the Directors were then to 
act a new Scene of Deceit, not only to exculpate 
themſelves from the Blame of having ſo ſhametully 
neglected that Place, but alſo to raiſe again the 
Value of the Stock ; in which laſt, if they could 
ſucceed, they flattered themſelves the Proprietors 
would ſoon become indifferent about particular 
Accidents ; and that then they would be r:itored to 
ſuch Credit, as would be ſufficient to enable them to 
propagate every idle Story which they couid pick 
up, or ſuggeſt, relating to the Gentlemen ot Madraſs, 
and which, though never ſo falſe and malicious, 
were inſiſted upon as undoubted Truths, 

To quiet the Minds of the Stock-holders it was 
ſaid, the Company's Loſs did not exceed above 
Seventy Thouſand Pounds, which happened to be 
lying there in Goods; and this ſpoke with ſuch an 
Air of Indifference, as if the Loſs of the Place had 
been of no more Conſequence than the Loſs of one of 
their Ships. I wonder their Modeſty did not 
prompt them to aſſert they were Gainers by that 
Event; for there were ſeveral Bonds given, which 
amounted in the whole to a conſiderable Sum, that 
the Directors had allowed for in the Eſtimate they 
drew up before they heard of the Loſs of Madraſs ; 
but it now ſuiting their Purpoſe better to ſuppoſe 
that all thoſe Bonds were paid off, though upon no 
better Reaſon than becauſe they had received no 


Advice to the contrary, they reſolved to take no 
B 2 Notice 
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Notice of them in the next Eſtimate ; but let them 
make what Eſtimates they will, J am well aſſured 
there are ſeveral large Sums due from them, for 
which Bonds were given at Eight per Cent. and 
here I am not ſpeaking of any that were given 
after the taking of the Place, but of thoſe only 


which were given before, and ſome above a Year 


before, for Monies borrowed and actually diſburſed 


* 


for Callicoes and other Uſes, at that Place and the 


ſubordinate Settlements, but of which no Notice 
has been ſince taken in any of thoſe fictitious Ac- 
counts produced to the general Court, though they 
well know that ſooner or later they muſt pay them, 
and with an Intereſt too of Eight per Cent. per An- 
num; and that in the mean Time, by this low Chi- 
canery of theirs at Home, the Company's Credit is 
entirely ſunk Abroad, and, I may ſay, ſtinks in the 
Noſtrils of the Natives. 

Further to induce the Proprietors to look upon 
the Loſs of Magdraſs as of little Moment to their 
Affairs, it was whiſpered in Corners by proper 
Agents, that the Directors had entertained ſome 
Thoughts of withdrawing that Settlement, becauſe 


it brought them in Debt; I ſhall demonſtrate to 


you in the. Sequel, that this laſt was ſo far from 
the Truth, that the Revenues they collected there, 
had, for a Number of Years, been ſufficient to pay 
above an Eighth Part of their Dividend ; however, 


their Agents went on, that a Multiplicity of Facto- 


ries were expenſive, and that Fort St. David was 
infinitely better ſituated ; and, upon all Accounts, 
much fitter for their head Settlement, Ec. Sc. 


When 
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When the Proprietors were ſomewhat quieted by. 
theſe Inſinuations, Batteries were erected againſt the 
Servants abroad ; they knew well the Importance of 
Madraſs, and though they had ſucceeded pretty 
well in propagating a contrary Opinion, yet they 
knew that the Effects would too ſoon diſcover the 
Truth; and then either they, or the Governour and 
Council, would certainly be very much cenſured ; 
although they had had no Attention to the Safety of 
the Settlements, they applied now a full Meaſure 
of Attention to their own Safety ; in Conſequence | 
of the Plan they had formed, they exerted their 
utmoſt Arts and Influence, to perſwade the Public 
into an Opinion, that the Place was infamouſly 
given up by the Governour and Council, and that 
they alone were culpable ; then to ſhew their Judg- 
ment in the Art Military, inſiſted that if the Crew * 
of the Princeſs Mary, which was ſeventy or eighty 
Men, together with half the Garriſon (the whole of 
which did not exceed two hundred effective Men) 
had been ſent out and ſpread along the Shore, the 
French could never have hurt them; very unluckily 
for the Propagators of this Suggeſtion, there were 
ſome Accounts in Town, which mentioned that 
the French had landed fix hundred Men twenty 
Miles to the Southward of Madraſs, which they 
marched overland to St. Thome, about three Miles 
to the Southward of it, and there ſecured the land- 
ing of another Party of their Men ; that ſignified 
nothing ſaid ſome, the Frenchmen were drunk, and 
our People had nothing to do but to knock them 
on the Head: I ſhall not take upon me to de- 
B 3 termine, 
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termine, whether the French were drunk or iter: 
- but I believe you will agree” with me, that our 
People muſt have been either drunk or mad to 
have gone upon ſuch an Exploit, and the Go- 
vernour in no better Condition, if he had ſeemed 
to countenance any ſuch Propoſal. There were ſeveral 
other Accounts in London by this Time, which, to 
knowing and diſintereſted Perſons, were perfectly 
demonſtrative and convincing, that when the French 
came before the Place, it was abſolutely impoſſible 
to withſtand the Force that was brought againſt it: 
If you are deſirous to know the perfect State of it, 
you will find enough in the Appendix No. 2, to 
ſatisfy your Curioſity ; in a Word, the State and 
Condition of the Place, became ſoon ſo well known 
here, that the Directors at ſometimes ſeemed to 
drop their Charge, that it was infamouſly given up, 
and perhaps, would have been apprehenſive of 
being charged themſelves with an unaccountable 
Neglect, in not having long before put it in a 
proper Condition of Defence, if they had not pre- 
viouſly taken great Pains to blunt the Edge of 
Reſentment, by repreſenting the Loſs but trifling, 
and the Place of no Utility, and therefore it was 
with great Facility they ſhifted their Attack againſt 


the Conditions of the Treaty of Ranſom, 


When the Copy of that Treaty firſt appeared in 
England, the Sum ſtipulated thereby to be paid 
ſounded large, as being no leſs than Four Hundred 
and Forty Thouſand Pounds, almoſt a feventh Part 
of the ſubſcribed Capital. It was indeed a Circum- 
ſtance very intereſting and allarming; the Di- 

rectors 
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rectors ſeemed to bleſs themſelves that the French 
had broke the Treaty, and Mr. Dupleix was fre- 
quently mentioned as the Saviour and Preſerver of 
che Company by his Violation of it ; and ſome of 
them continue to ſpeak of him as ſuch to this very 
Day. As there were no Advices here from the late 
Governour and Council that explained the Reaſons 
for agreeing upon ſo high a Ranſom, even thoſe 
who were willing to think the beſt of them (for as 
to Friends, Men under ſuch Circumſtances have 
generally but few) were Tongue-tied, and unable 
for ſome Time to ſurmiſe any Advantage which 
could accrue to the Company as a Compenſation 
for parting with ſo large a Sum of Money : I wiſh 
to God, Sir, for your Sake, as well as all others 
concerned, that Time, even the. preſent Time, 
though ſo little has elapſed, had not given us ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon to wiſh that Treaty had taken Effect. 
It is demonſtrable, that even now the Company's 
Stock is in a worſe Condition, than if the French 
had kept to the Treaty, and the Company had 
paid the Money at the Time ftipulated, and con- 
tented themſelves with the Advantages which they 
might have reaped, by being left in Poſſeſſion of 
the Place. What it has coſt the Nation beſide, 
does not probably much concern the Directors; 
and perhaps they will not be brought to confeſs 2 
any doubt but that now Madraſs is to be reſtored 
to them, the Trade and Revenues will riſe to as 
great a Pitch as ever, and as quick as Muſhrooms 
after an Autumn Shower ; however defirous and - 
impatient all may be to ſee it again in a flouriſh- 

B 4 ing 


— „ min. 


1241 

ing State, I confeſs my Fears are, that it will be a 
Work of Time, and the Hopes of it rather flatter- 
ing to our Poſterity than to our ſelves; at preſent 
I can only deplore the ſad Fate of the unfortunate 
Gentlemen who were there, and ruined by its Loſs, 


and have great Compaſſion for thoſe who may 


have the labouring Oar in endeavouring to reſtore 
it to its former Splendor ; it will be in vain for 
them to ſay, Rome was not built in a Day, Want 
of Judgment and Integrity will be alledged as the 
only Obſtacles, and then it will not be difficult ta 
foretel their Fate. ' 
J have ſaid, Sir, that it is demonſtrable that 
even now the Company's Stock is in a worſe 
Condition, than if they had. paid the Money at 
& the Time ſtipulated, and contented themſelves 
* with the Advantages they might have reaped by 
„being left in quiet Poſſeſſion of the Place.” For 
Proof of this, I ſhall refer you in Part to an Eſti- 
mate of their Loſs, which is inſerted in the Ap- 
pendix No. q, and which was drawn up upon a 
Suppoſition that no Treaty had been entered into, 
and the French had not only deſtroyed Madraſs, 
and Fort St. David too, but entirely have diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed the Engliſh from all Settlement on that Part 
of the Coaſt; and which from the Circumſtances 
of Affairs at that Time would moſt aſſuredly have 
been the Caſe ; you will eaſily extract from this 
Eſtimate how much thereof they have actually loſt : 
And though by the late Treaty of Peace, Madraſs 
is to be reſtored to us, there is too much Reaſon 
to apprehend it will be delivered up in ſo ruinous 


and 
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and maimed a Condition, that it will amount to a 


very conſiderable Sum of Money to put the Town. 


and the Company's Buildings again into any tolerable 
Repair; moſt of the Articles in the Eſtimate, and 
T believe more than is inſerted there, were conſidered 
by the Gentlemen who made the Treaty ; they 


could not indeed foreſee that the French would not 
deſtroy Madraſs, or the Accident which prevented 


their taking Fort Sr. David, neither could they 
foreſee the prodigious Sums of Money that have 
been expended at this laſt PJace ſince the Loſs of 
Madraſs ; Endeavours will be uſed perhaps to keep 


the Amount thereof among the grand Arcana, 


but from the beſt Information I can get (and the 
Truth will come out. ſooner or later) the Sum is ſo 
large, that if it be added to the other actual 
Loſſes, it will be more than ſufficient to prove what 


I have aſſerted, that the Company's Stock is in a 
worſe Condition, than if the Treaty of Ranſom had 


been duly complied with by both Parties; and if 
this be proved, it will be alone a ſufficient Juſtifica- 
tion of thoſe Gentlemen who ſigned it, and of the 
Meaſures they took; but there might be many 
other Reaſons alledged, which doubtleſs had, as 
they ought, conſiderable Weight with them ; there 


was a very great Property in the Place belonging to 


the Tnhabitants ; and though perhaps it may be 
ſaid, the Loſs of that would not have been the 


Company's Loſs, yet conſequentially it muſt have 


very bad Effects upon their future Trade and In- 
tereſt; their Inveſtments muſt be carried on under 
great Uncertainties, Difficulties and Dangers, with- 
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out Men of Subſtance inhabiting within their Towns; 


the Revenues ariſing from the Trade, and Con- 
ſumption of thoſe and the reſt of the Inhabitants, 
amounted to near ſeventy thouſand Pagodas a Tear; 
a noble Income! an Income, that had it been ap- 
plied for the Protection of the Place, would have 


prevented much, if not all, of the Miſchief that 
has lately happened; but inſtead thereof too great 


a Part was remitted to England, to augment the 
Dividends at Home : It was an Income that, under 
proper Management, would have increaſed, and 
with proper Care the Engh/þ would have continued 
to have reaped the Benefit of, ſo long as they had 
continued to be a Trading Company; it muſt now, 
as I ſaid before, remain in the Womb of Time, 
how many Years it will be before the Revenues 
will amount again to what they did before ; whe- 
ther by quick Progreſs, or ſlow Degrees, or whe- 
ther they ever do, and therefore I ſhall not take 
upon me to eſtimate how many Years Purchaſe 


may be the Value of this noble Annuity “: It was 


certainly incumbent on the Gentlemen Abroad, to 
conſider this with Attention, though it does not 


appear it had any Share in the Thoughts of thoſe 
at Home. 


The Directors will ſay, perhaps, that now the old Bricks, 
and broken Houſes that remain, which they call Madrea/s, are 
to be reſtored, the Revenues will preſently become as good 
again as they ever were; but will common Senſe, or common 
Reaſon ſay ſo! Where are the experienced Eugliſb Merchants, 
where the ſubſtantial Black ones? diſperſed and ruined all. 
Where the Ships? all ſold and gone: from whence then will 
Revenues ariſe ? 


Having 
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Having faid thus much, I refer you for the reſt 


to Mr. Monſon's Letter of the 8th of February 1748-9, 
to the Court of Directors; and having mentioned 
this Letter, I muſt take Notice of ſome others. 
You are not ignorant, that ſome Time before, or 
ſoon after his Arrival, Payment of ſeveral Bonds 
was demanded of the Company for Money taken 
up, and borrowed by the Governour and Council, 
after the French were in Poſſeſſion of the Place; 
and which upon a Motion in the General Court, at 
the Inſtigation I believe of ſome of the Directors, 
it was reſolved ſhould not be paid without Leave 
of a General Court: Mr. Monſon left Pondicherry, 
where he had been for ſome Time a Priſoner, in 
January 1746-7, and arrived at Falmouth the ift 
of October following; from whence he ſent to the 
Court of Directors the undermentioned Papers | in a 
Packet by an Expreſs, viz. 


Copy of Monſ. de la Bourdonnais Commiſſion. 


Capitulation of Fort St. George and Town of Ma- 
draſs. 


Five Letters between the Engliſh and French Before 
M. de la Bourdonnais Departure from Madraſs. 
Af of Liberty by Monſ. de la Bourdonnais. 
Firſt Articles of Ranſom agreed upon but not exe- 
—_ 
Inſtructions for the Operations at Madraſs thereon. 
Second Articles of Ranſom executed. 
Twenty-frve Letters between the Engliſh and French 
a Madraſs, after Monſ. de 1a Bourdonnais Pe- 


parture. 
'D ; 
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Diary of the moſt material Tranſattions at Madraſs, 
from the 18th of Auguſt, when the French Ships 
firſt came againſt Madraſs, to the 13th of No- 
vember, when Mr. Morſe, Sc. arrived at Pon- 
dicherry. | 

General Letter from Mr. Morſe and ſuch of the 
Council as were at Pondicherry, to the Court of 
Directors, dated January 13, 1746-7. 

— 18h. 


On the roth of OZober 1747, Mr. Monſon reached 
London; and in a Day or two acquainted the Court 
of Directors he was ready to wait upon them; who, 
in Anſwer by their Secretary, deſired he would at- 
tend the Committee of Correſpondence ; which he 
did ; and, after a few trifling Queſtions, was told 
he might withdraw ; and has not been called upon 
to meet them, either at a Court or Committee ſince. 
I believe it is pretty plain to you, by what I have 
faid already in many Parts of this Diſcourſe, what 
were the Directors ſecret Motives for not deſiring 
to ſee him again; but he took the Opportunity of 
that Interview to put into the Hands of the Chair- 
man, who preſides at all Committees, the following 


Letter. 


To the Secret Committee, for Afﬀairs of the 
United Company of Merchants of England, 
trading to the Eaſt-Indies. 


Honourable Sirs, 


H Olde it unneceſſary to waſte your Time in a 


Recapitulation of the Reaſons that induced us 
to 


A 

to enter into a Treaty for the Ranſom of Madraſs, 
they being principally hinted at in the accompany- 
ing general Letter to the Court of Directors, I take 
this Occaſion to adviſe you apart, that in that Tran- 
ſaction we were under a Neceſſity of applying a 
further Sum beſide that ſtipulated by the Articles 
which Affair, as it required Privacy, was by the 
Council referred to my ſelf and Mr. Monſon to 
negotiate: As therefore that Gentleman, who pre- 
ſents you this, is by that Means well qualified to 
give you the fulleſt View of that Matter, I believe 
we ſhall ſtand excuſed by you, that the Explanation 
of it with its Circumſtances, its Conſequences, and 
our Reaſons, is thus referred to him, rather than 
committed to Paper. I am with Reſpect, 


Honourable Sirs, 
Pondicherry, 
January 18, 1646-7. Your faithful, humble Servant, 


Nic. MoRsE. 


Mr. Morſe thought, as any reaſonable Man who 
knew not their Method and Rules at the India 
Houſe, would think, that a Tranſaction of this 
ſecret Nature, was moſt properly addreſſed to the 
ſecret Committee ; but he was miſtaken ; it ſeems 
it ought to have been directed to the Court of Di- 
rectors, or to the Committee of Correſpondence; 
and from this paltry Diſtinction, the Letter was 
pocketed, and had well nigh undergone the Fate 
deſigned for the proffered Neutrality, Ws) the 

like Evaſion. 


From 
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From this Time to about the Middle of De. 
cember, 1748, nothing material that I know of 
paſſed relating to Madraſs (unleſs it was the next 
general C ourt that reſolved, that no Bonds given, or 
Bills drawn there, dated after the goth of Auguſt 1746, 
ſhould be paid) except that the Poſſeſſors of the 
Bonds, dated the goth of September, 1746, mur- 
mured on one Side, that their Money was not paid, 
and from another Quarter, was ſquirted through the 

_ Courſe of this Year, in Support of the good honeſt 
Cauſe they had undertaken, injurious Inſinuations, 
without Number and without Foundation, againſt 
the late Governour and Council; and now that 
they imagined the Seeds of Obloquy and Defamation, 

had taken deep Root in Men's Minds ; that they 
might go on by regular Gradations, they pro- 
ceeded to perſonal Severities, reckoning every In- 
ſtance of Reſentment they ſhewed againſt thoſe un- 
fortunate Gentlemen, and more eſpecially the Go- 
vernour, would indicate a meritorious Zeal in them- 
ſelves for the Company's Service; accordingly, in 
December, 1748, when a Ship was upon her diſ- 
patch to India, a Motion was made in the Court of 

Directors, to ſend for Mr. Morſe home, under 
Pretence that they wanted an Account of the 
Money taken up upon Bond, under the Company's 
Seal, after the Surrender of Madraſs; but ſome 
Gentlemen ſaying, they had been informed Mr, 
Morſe had referred that Matter to be explained to 
them by Mr. Monſon, moved, that the Motion to 
ſend for Mr. Morſe, might be ſuſpended, till they 


heard what Mr. Monſon had to offer -on that Sub- 
jeR z 
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ject; which, after many Objections raiſed againſt it, 
was agreed to, and the following Reſolution was 
drawn up, and ſent to Mr. Monſon. 


At a Court of Directors, the 15th of December, 1748. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Monſon be deſired to give 
an Account in writing to the Court of Directors, 
of the Matter referred to by Mr. Morſe, in his 
Letter to the Secret Committee, dated the 18th of 
January 1746-7, and alſo of the ſeveral Sums of 
Money taken up on Bond, or otherwiſe, after the 
Surrender of Madraſs to the French, and to explain 
the ſame, with the Circumſtances relating thereto, 
together with the Reaſons for the ſame, and that he 
be acquainted he may lay any Thing elſe before the 
Court he thinks proper, and deſired to give in 
ſuch Account by Wedne/day next. 


Atteſted to be 4 true Coy, 


RoserT JAMEs, Secretary. 


Thus came to light Mr. Mor/e's Letter to the 


Secret Committee; and to this Reſolution Mr. 
Monſon replied as follows, 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors for 
Afﬀairs of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Eaſt-Indies. | 

Honourable Sirs, 
HE 15th Inſtant I received a Letter from 
your Secretary, incloſing Copy of the Reſo- 

| lution 
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lution of Court of that Day, as alſo aCopy of a 
Letter from Mr. Morſe, at Pondicherry, dated the 
18th of January 1746-7 to the Secret Committee 
therein referred to. It is now upwards of twelve 
Months ſince 1 delivered that Letter to the then 
Chairman at a Committee of Correſpondence ; and 

as Mr. Morſe adviſed the Gentlemen to whom it 

| was addreſſed, that I was qualified to give them the 
| fulleſt View of the Matter therein referred to, I take 

F the Liberty to acquaint you, that I had flattered 
myſelf, thoſe Gentlemen would long before now 

have appointed me a Time to explain the ſame to 

them, as indeed it was one of the principal Motives 
that induced me to come to England ; whatever 

Reaſons they had for deferring it, I Know not, but 

I thought it my Duty to wait their own Time, and 

I did hope, that whenever it ſhould be reſolved on, 

they would have given me an Opportunity to have 

explained it before themſelves only ; for as there is 

a Sort of Faith, which ought to be preſerved, even 

with one's Enemies, I cannot help ſaying, it is a 

Thing which chagrins me exceedingly, to be calkd 

upon now to do it, in a Manner ſo much more 

Public. However, as your Commands have fixed an 

indiſpenſable Obligation on me to comply there- 

with, I am to acquaint you, that, in treating for 
the Ranſom of the Place, we were ſoon given to 
underſtand, that a further Sum was neceffary to be 
paid, beſide that to be mentioned in the Public 

Treaty. You will eaſily imagine from the Nature 

of the Thing, that it required to be conducted with 

ſome Degree of Secrecy ; there was however, a 

Neceſlity of acquainting the Council with it, though 

for 
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for Form Sake, and to preſerve Appearances with 
the Perſon treated with, it was referred to Mr. 
Morſe and my ſelf to ſettle the Matter with him: 
1 can nevertheleſs with great Truth aſſure you, 
that all the Gentlemen of the Council were con- 
ſtantly and faithfully acquainted with every Step 
that was taken in that Matter, except Mr. Edward 
Fowke, who, from the Beginning of the Treaty 
about the Ranſom, declared, that he would not Join 
with us in any of thoſe Meafures, which by all the 
reſt were thought abſolutely neceſſary at that Junc- 
ture. 

The further and diſtin& Sum being agreed on, 
our next Difficulty was how to find the Money; 
which took up ſo much Time, that before the 
whole could be raiſed, a Storm came on, in which 
ſome of the Enemy's Ships were loſt, and the reſt 
ſo ſhattered, that they reſolved to leave Madraſs as 
ſoon” as they poſſibly could; an Event fo much the 
more favourable at that Time, as it prevented the 
Proſecution of the other Schemes they had formed, 
for the Deſtruction of the reſt of your Settlements 
in India; and was attended with this further Saving, 
as it relieved us from the Neceſlity of eng into 
Bonds for the Remainder. 

Having ſaid thus much, it remains for me to 
acquaint you, that we had no Poſſibility of raiſing 
the Money, but by giving the Company's Bonds 


for it; and this Negociation was not kept ſecret _ 


from thoſe who ſupplied the Money on this Occa-- 
ſion, as they were to a Man informed of the Uſe 
it was borrowed for before they lent it; and * 
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by lending it, they did a meritorious Piece of Ser- 
vice to the Company: Bonds were accordingly 
given for ſo much as we could borrow, under the 
Company's Seal, and ſigned by Mr. Marſe, and al! 
the Council except Mr. Edward Forte; a Liſt 
whereof, I mean ſuch only as were not mentioned 
in our general Advices, * I add here. 


To Mr. Morſe - a Bond for Pagodas 10000 
Mr. Salomons — ditto —— 40000 
Meſſ. Jones and Moſes ditto — 15000 
Mr. Heyman ditto —— 10000 
Meſſ. Ed. and Joſ. Fowke, ditto — 5400 
Mr. Peter Bailliiw — ditto — 5000 
The Church Stock — ditto — 2000 
The Mayor's Court + ditto 2000 


Having gone thus far, and acquainted you with 
the Engagements we were under, I ſubmit it to 
your further Conſideration, whether you wall inſiſt 
upon my mentioning in this publick Manner the 
Sum agreed for ; what Part was paid in Conſe- 
quence thereof; and to whom : For the reſt of 
what was borrowed in this Manner, over and above 
what was actually paid to the Perſon treated with, 
it was diſburſed in defraying the Charges of the 
Garriſon, till the French' broke the Capitulatian, 
and turned us out of Town. 

I am ſomewhat at a Loſs with regard to the 
latter Part of your Reſolution of the 15th, wherein 


* Oaly a Bill of Exchange for 3000 Pagodas. 
+ Mr. Monin made a Miſtake, the Mayor's Court lent 4368 
Pagodas ; and he omitted two Bonds for ſmaller Sums. 
you 
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you are pleaſed to ſay, that I ſhould be acquainted, 
I might lay any thing elſe before the Court that 1 
ſhall think proper. The Books and Papers which 
were tranſmitted to England by the Ships diſpatched 
in February 1745-6, were full and particular as to 
all Tranſactions to the Time of their Departure; 
and I make no Difficulty to own to you, that from 
that Time, and until ſuch Time as we were turned 
out of Madraſs by the French, I was equally con- 
cerned with the reſt of the Council in all Tran- 
ſactions relating to your Affairs; I ſhall therefore be 
always ready to explain any Matter, concerning 
which you may think the Advices you have al- 
ready received are not ſufficiently plain: But to 
enter into a more general or particular Detail now, 
would carry me to too great a Length, and take up 
more Time than is allotted me; eſpecially if I was 
to relate to you the Circumſtances Madra/ſs was 
in when attacked ; the Conſiderations which had 
Weight with us, when we reflected upon the Con- 
ſequences which. the total Loſs of it would be to 
your Affairs, and the Advantages and great Savings 
that would have accrued, had the Agreement we 
made with the Enemy been complied with; all 
which, agreeable to your Permiſſion, I ſhall very 
ſpeedily, and as ſoon as poſſible, lay before you; 
together with any thing elſe you ſhall pleaſe to re- 
quire of me. I have the Honour to be 


Honourable Sirs, 


London, Your faithful, humble Servant, 
December 21, 1748. | W. Moxsox. 
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: 1 
P. S. As we were under a Neceſſity of mekicg's 
Couple of ſmall Preſents to the chief Officers, which 
could not be handſomely done in Money, I let Mr. 
Morſe have two Diamond Rings, which coſt me 
450 Pagodas ; whofe Receipt I have for the ſame, 
and Acknowledgment that I have not been paid. 


After this Letter of Mr. Monſon's was read in 
Court, a Gentleman, who I ſuppoſe imagined him- 
ſelf reflected upon, for having ſo long ſecreted Mr. 
Morſe's Letter from Pondicherry of the 18th of 
January 1946-7, directed to the Secret Committee, 
thought proper to acquaint the Court, that he had 
from the Beginning looked upon the Treaty as a 
ſcandalous Tranſaction; and as the General Court 
had come to a Reſolution that no Bonds given, or 
Bills drawn, dated after the goth of Auguſt 1746, 
ſhould be paid, he thought the Enquiry was by 
that Means taken out of their Hands; had that 
really been the Caſe, the Debate they were then 
upon was improper, and they ought not to have 
come to any new Refolution without a freſh Power 
from the General Court; however they renewed 
the Motion to ſend for Mr. Morſe Home; and tho 
when it was firſt made, the only Thing objected to 
him, or propoſed to be conſidered, was his Con- 
duct in relation to the Bonds given after the Place 
was taken by the French: Though Mr. Morſe, in 
his Letter of the 18th of January 1746-7, told 
them Mr. Monſon was qualified to give them the 
fulleſt View of that Matter; which was plainly to 

tell 
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tell them, he could himſelf give them no further 
Account of it than Mr. Monſon; and indeed, if 
the Words be taken in the ſtrifteſt Senſe, they 
imply that Mr. Monſon could tell them more than 
he himſelf could : -I fay, although this Matter was 
the only Thing - pretended for ſending for Mr. 
Morſe home, yet after Mr. Monſon had delivered 
his Letter of the 21ſt of December, and declared 
his Readineſs to tell them more, if they inſiſted 
upon it, they dropped all further Debate about that, 
and entered upon Topics, that ſeemed to be calcu- 
lated, rather to amuſe and to raiſe a Smoak to 
ſmother a Man, that was already unfortunate e- 
nough, than to clear up the Matter before them. 

It nothing more than the Company's Intereſt was 
intended in ordering Mr. Morſe home, it might 
very eaſily be made appear, that they ought rather 
to have deſired his Continuance in India, though 
they had paid him a Gratuity for it: The Gentle- 
men from Fort St. David, had wrote for Copies of 
the laſt General Books received here from Madraſs 
thoſe ended. in Aprit 1745; if there were any 
Journal Parcels, Warehouſe-keepers, and other Ac- 
counts from the ſeveral Offices, they ought to have 
been copied and ſent Abroad ; however, all thoſe 
could carry them no further than the End of that 
Year, and therefore it muſt depend upon ſome- 
body upon the Spot to recolle& the Payments, 
Receipts, &c. for the ſucceeding Year ; the Mer- 
chants Accounts are more particularly under the 
Governour's Inſpection, a State of them being de- 
livered him Monthly, as a Check that they do not 
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call for Advances faſter than they bring i in Cloth. 

It was ſaid by ſome of the few who were unpre- 
Judiced and uninfluenced, that they thought it not 
only hard, but cruel, to ſend for him home, if 
there was no other Reaſon for it than what was then 
mentioned ; or if it was not made more apparent 
that the Company's Intereſt required his Preſence 
here; for that he had not only loſt to a conſiderable 
Value in Effects when the French took the Place, 
but his other Concerns were diſperſed 'in different 
Parts of India, which required Care and Time to 
collect in; that as ſome Compenſation for his 
Misfortunes, however unhappy he was in being 
under the Diſpleaſure of the Directors: Others, 
notwithſtanding, believed him a very honeſt Man, 
and in Conſequence had, and would continue to 
make him very large Conſignments, the Commiſſion 
on which, joined to his Knowledge and Experience 
in the Trade of India, might even in the private 
Condition he then was, have enabled him to raiſe 
a new Fortune for the comfortable Support of his 
Wife and fix Children; but neither Compaſſion, 
nor even the Intereſt of the Company, ſeemed to 
have the leaſt Weight with the prevailing Party. 
Art was ſubſtituted in the Room of Reaſon and 
Juſtice ; Oppoſition was a new Thing to them, and 

what they could not bear, and therefore right or 
wrong, they determined to make a Point of it; 
and by inſinuating among their Partifans, that if 
they loſt it, it would have conſiderable Effects at 
the next Election, they gained the ſhameful Tri- 
umph of obtaining the Ruin of an unfortunare 
Man 


[ 39 ] 
Man and his numerous Family, 4 2 of 
fifteen to five. 

But to return to the Sn that is op 
The Directors thinking themſelves obliged to take 
ſome Notice of Mr. Mon/on's Offer in the laſt Pa- 
ragraph of his Letter, © to explain to them any 
„Matter, concerning which they might think the 
« Advices they had already were not ſufficiently. 
« plain.” They came to this Reſolution. 


At a Court of Directors, the 22d of December, 1 748. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Monſon and Mr. Stratton be 
deſired each of them to give a Narrative in Wri- 
ting, of all the Money Tranſactions on the Coaſt of 
Choromandel, the Uſes for which the ſame was taken 
up, and the Manner it was applied, from the Cloſe 
of the laſt general Books, and particularly from the 
firſt Appearance of the French before Madraſs, to 
the Time of Mr. Morſe and the Council leaving it. 


A true Copy, 


RoBERT JAMES, Se 
To this Mr. Monſon ſent the following Anſwer. 


To the Honourable Court of Directors for Affairs 
of the United Company of Merchants of _ 
land trading to the * 


Honourable Sirs, 


Received, incloſed from your Secretary, A Copy 
of your Reſolution. of the 22d Inſtant, inti- 
— that I ſhould give you a Narrative in Wri- 
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ting of all Money Tranſactions on the Coaſt of 
Choromandel, the Uſes for which the ſame was 
taken up, and the Manner it was applied, from the 
Cloſe of the laſt General Books, and particularly 
from the firſt Appearance of the French before Ma- 
draſs, to the Time of Mr. Morſe and the Council 
leaving > 
It is a Circumſtance very unfortunate for me 
upon ſeveral Accounts, that every Book and Paper 
belonging to the Company was taken Poſſeſſion of 
by the French; ſo that all the Information I can 
poſſibly give you as yet, 'muſt depend in great 
Meaſure upon Memory; it would be ſome Help 
and Guide to that, if you would pleaſe to permit 
me to have a Sight of the Ballance of the laſt Ge- 
neral Books, as alſo of the Caſh Accounts from the 
Cloſe of thoſe Books to the Departure of the Ships 
in February 1745-6, together with the Caſh Ac- 
counts of Fort St. David, and the Northern Facto- 
| ries from April 1745. It would alſo be of Uſe, if 
J had likewiſe an Account of what Bonds had been 
produced Abroad, and of ſuch as have been pro- 
duced here: I think ſome of the Debts ſtanding 
upon the Books of 1745, were diſcharged after the 
Cloſe of them; and if I had a Sight of them, I 
could venture to point out very nearly the particu- 
lar Sums that were paid off; the Liſt of Bonds 
produced here and Abroad will enable me to re- 
collect, in great Meaſure, the Uſes for which the 
Money was taken up; and as doubtleſs ſome of it 
was for the Supply of Fort St. David and the other 
Settlements, a Sight of the Caſh Accounts, from. 


thoſe Places will enable me to be more explicit; I 
am 
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am not certain whether I ſhall have Occaſion to 
have Recourſe to any of the Letters to and from 
thoſe Places, but if I ſhould, you will pleaſe to 
give Directions accordingly. I am, | 


Honourable Sirs, 
London, 
December 28, 1748. Your moſt obedient Servant, 


W. MonsoN. 


Mr. Monſon's Requeſt was certainly not improper z 
but what Reaſons the Court of Directors had for 
not giving him an Anſwer to this Letter, if they 
really deſired Information, they muſt themſelves 
inform you, though there is good Reaſon to 
ſuſpe& their true Reaſons to be ſuch as they will 
ſcarce avow ; the Books and Papers he aſked a 
Sight of for that Purpoſe, were only ſuch as had 
gone through his own Hands in the Courſe of the 
Company's Buſineſs at Madraſs, and could be no 
Secret to him; however, Mr. Monſon hearing 
nothing from them, addreſſed himſelf to them 


again on the 8th of February 1748-9, in Manner 
following, which was read in Court that Day. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors for 
 Aﬀairs of the United Company of Merchants | 
of England — to the Eaſt-Indies. 


Honourable Sirs, 


the Letter which 1 en to ad. 

dreſs to you on the 21ſt of December laſt, I 
promiſed to give you ſome Account of the Circum- 
| ſtances 
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ſtances Madraſs was in, when attacked by the French; 
the Conſiderations which had Weight with us, when 
we reflected upon the Conſequences the total Loſs of 
it would be to your Affairs, and the Advangages 
and great Savings that would have accrued, had the 
Agreement we made been complied with ; I ſhould - 
have done this much ſooner, but receiving an Inti- 
mation from you on the 22d of December, that I 
ſhould give you ſome other Accounts, and having 
in Anſwer thereto deſired I might have Recourſe 
to, and a Review of ſome Books and Papers in your 
Offices, I had deſigned to have comprized all I had 
to ſay in one Addreſs, without troubling you too 
frequently upon Subjects, the Diſcuſſioa whereof 
cannot be very agreeable ; but as I have not hitherto 
received any Notice of your Intentions in Regard to 
the Requeſt made you in my laſt, and being un- 
willing to incur your Cenſure for Neglect, I ſhall 
take ſome other Opportunity hereafter, when you 
ſhall pleaſe to furniſh me with the neceſſary Means, 
to give you all the Inſight I can into thoſe Matters, 
and ſhall now proceed to comply with what I men- 
tioned in my Letter of the 2 1ſt of December. 

2. And firſt, as to the Circumſtances the Place 
was in when attached by the French. 
3. So much has been faid, and fo often repeated 
in the Letters from Fort St, George, for Seven or 
Eight Years before it was taken,  touching?the In- 
ſufficiency of the Fortifications, and the * 
of the Garriſon, that I ſhould have only Occaſion 
to refer you to thoſe Letters for the Truth thereof, 
if.that had not ſeemed to be doubted of here by the 
little Care that was taken to add to- our Strength; 


perhaps 7 
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perhaps our Repreſentations were conſidered as pro- 
ceeding from Timidity, and the ridiculous Fears of 
Men ignorant in Military Affairs ; if it was really 
from a Perſuaſion of this Sort, that the Surrender 
of the Place has been ſo peremptorily pronounced 
Cowardly; you will permit me to ſay, it is an Im- 
putation that lies too heavy on the Characters of 
each of us who were concerned in that Event, and 
that under ſuch a Charge, it is impoſſible for me to 
be altogether ſilent ; but as Prejudices are ſo ſtrong 
againſt us all, that I have little Reaſon to believe 
any Thing I could offer (if it depended only on my 
own Word and Credit) would be effectual to alter 
thoſe Sentiments ; I chuſe firſt to recite the Opinion 
of Curtis Barnett, Eſq; Commander in Chiet of his 
Majeſty's Ships in the Eaſt Indies; a Gentleman 
well known to have good Senſe, and ſound Judg- 
ment, with no incompetent Skill in theſe Matters, 
and under no Suſpicion of being partial. 1 


To the Honourable Thomas Corbet, 65 Secre- 

| tary to the Admiralty. Mr. Barnett «orifes 
from on board the Deptford, in Madraſs Road, 
the 23d of September 1745, as follows. + 


Have had ſeveral Letters from the Gover- 
10 nour of Pondicherry, relating to the Priſo- 
«© ners, which he would fain have releaſed on his 
“giving his Parole of Honour not to employ them 


« in India, and to return the like Number when it 
* ſhall be in his Power; but Governour Morſe is 
« apprehenſive that the releaſing them on thoſe 
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« Terms, may expoſe Fort St. George, or Fort St. 
David, to great Danger on my Abſence from the 
« Coaſt; alledging, that though the French Go- 
« vernour may not employ them on any Hoſtili- 
<« ties, they would enable him to attack the Com- 
% pany's Settlements with his whole Garriſon, leav- 
„ing the Seamen to guard Pondicherry ; and in- 
« deed, the defenceleſs Condition of this Settle- 
« ment, gives the Governour juſt Reaſon to take 
< all poſſible Precautions. 


To your ſecret Committee ; Mr. Barnett writes 
from on board the Deptford, in Madraſs 


Road, the 24th of September 1745, as 


follows, 
66 Hough I refer to Mr. Morſe for the State of 
& the Enemies Affairs, I cannot be quite 


* ſilent with regard to choſe of the Company, but 
* muſt ſpeak my Surprize to find a Place of ſuch 
“ Conſequence as this is to the Company, in ſuch a 
„ Condition; the Works ſeem rather built by 
Chance than Deſign ; the Baſtions are placed con- 
« trary to all Rules, and the Curtin no better than 
« a long unflanked Garden Wall, and the Garriſon 
* js ſo weak, that if I was Governour I ſhould 
<« never ſleep ſound in a French War, if there were 
«© Five Hundred Europeans in Pondicherry ; I have 
«© ſeen and conſidered the Plan of the Works pro- 
“% poſed, think it a very good one, and when it is 
% compleated, the Town will be ſufficiently forti- 
„ fied on that Side; but then ſomething muſt be 

„done 
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6 done towards the Sea, where are Embrazures for 
Form, not Uſe, there being no Rampart to mount 
« Guns upon; the Diſtance between the Baſtions is 
« very great, and there is again a long weak Wall 
« without Flank or Defence, ſo that two Sixty 
Gun Ships would in Two Hours make an entire 
« Breach from Baſtion to Baſtion. 

« As the putting this Place into a proper Con- 
« dition would not only add greatly to the Secu- 
e rity, but to the Credit of the Company; I hope 
you will excuſe my taking the Liberty to ſpeak 
my Sentiments ſo freely, ſince nothing but my 
« Zeal could engage me to trouble you on that 
* He — Thus far Mr. Barnett. 


4. And having told you his Opinion, I ought in 
| Juſtice to take Notice, that in Anſwer to what was 
wrote from Abroad relating to our Fortifications, 
and deſire to have an able Engineer ſent us; we 
were told with regard to the Fortifications, that 7 no 
Expence ſhould be grudged that was neceſſary for 
the Defence of the Settlement, and in 1741, a Per- 
ſon was ſent out in the Character of an Engineer for 
our Place; but the Ships going to Bengal firſt, he 
lived not to come among us; and therefore, we 
could only judge of his Merit and Qualifications by 
the Value of his Stipend, Six Padoga's a Month, or 
about Eighteen Pence a Day, ſcarce the Pay of a 
common Matroſs; his ſudden Death, however, de- 
prived us of all the Benefit of his Knowledge and 
C apacity 3 ; and fearful leaft through our own Unſkil- 
fulneſs in that important — of the Military | 

Pro- 
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Profeſſion, we ſhould ere& new Works at a great 
Expence, as imperfe& and uſeleſs as the old, that 
Buſineſs was poſtponed, till Mr. Watte, at Mr. Morſe's 
Requeſt, ſent Mr. Smith from Bombay in 1745, 
what the old Works were, Mr. Barnett has given 
you a clear and ſuccinct Account of, and a more 
particular one you find in the Diary that accompa- 
nied our general Letter from Pondicherry. | 

5. But, however, had our Fortifications been 'in 
the beſt Order, they would have been of little Uſe, 
without a ſufficient Number of Men to defend 


In Conſequence of the Reſolution of the laſt General Court, 
the Directors have promiſed to lay before them, at their next 
Meeting, an Account of what Meaſures have been taken for 
the Preſervation and Protection of Madra/s, fince the Com- 
mencement of the War with Spain; to be extracted from their 
Letters on this Subject. Mr. Mor/e came to the Government of 
Madraſi in January 1743-4, and waited till the Arrival of the 
Ships from England that Year, reaſonably expecting another Of- 
ficer in the Place of the Major, and another Engineer in the 
Room of the Deceaſed, would have been ſent from hence, with 
the Men they had promiſed, if they really intended the Town 
ſhould be fartified or defended, but neither came, nor the 
leaſt Notice taken in their Letters of any Deſign to ſend either. 
Does not this Diſcordance, notwithſtanding what may have been 
ſaid in their former Letters, between their Writing and Doing, 
manifeſtly intimate, that the former ſhould be regarded only as 
Matter of Form to preſerve Appearances, and that the latter 
ſhould be taken as a Hint from themſelves, how they would 
really have their Term grydged received and underſtood by the 
Servants Abroad. Yet Mr. Mor/e diſregarding the Hazards and 
Difcouragements mentioned in the former Part of this Diſcourſe, 
and exaggerated by this laſt Diſappointment, reſolved to do all 
in his Power to put the Place in a Poſture of Defence ; and 
accordingly, with the Conſent of his Council, wrote to Mr. 
Wake as above. 

them; 


/ 
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them; had we not great Reaſon to expect theſe 
from you, after you had Notice of Monſieur de la 
Bourdonnais Arrival at Pondicherry with a Squadron 
from France in 1739, Þ and landing fifteen hundred 
Men there, in Proſpect only of a War? Had we not 
ſtill greater Reaſon after the actual Declaration of 
War in 1743 ? It is true that, with regard to them, 
we were told, t that it was the Reſolution of the 
Court of Directors, that the Garriſon (for the better 
Security of the Company's Eſtate, or Words to 
that Effect) ſhould conſiſt of ſix hundred Europeans, 
excluſive of the Gun-room Crew ; and indeed it is 
ſaid in ſeveral ſubſequent Letters, that large Re- 
cruits were ſent out to us; but it is alſo as true, 
that though this Reſolution of the Court to aug- 
ment the Garriſon to ſix hundred Europeans, was 
Five Years before the Place was attacked, yet what 
we actually received were ſo few, that when the 
French came before it, there were- not above two 
Hundred capable of bearing Arms in it; for tho 
three Hundred ſtood upon the Muſter Rolls, thirty 
four of thoſe were in the Hoſpital, as by the Sur- 
geons monthly Report of September 1, 17463 as 
many more, being old and infirm, . ought to have 
been there; beſides whom, there were the Black 
Drummers and near thirty Portugueſe, Deſerters 
from the Ships and Garriſon at Goa; which laſt 
were entertained upon Europeans Pay, believing they 


+ Mr. Monſon i is miſtaken ; he left France in 1739, upon the 
Declaration of War with Spain, Wr 
in 1741. 

1 bn 1741. 
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People ; but againſt the Enemy we had to contend 
with, could not be depended upon, being all- bi- 
gotted Roman Catholicks, and rather attentive to 
ſeduce the Country Topaſſes, who were of the ſame 
Religion, to deſert, than diſpoſed to exert them- 
ſelves in the Defence -of the Place; and as to the 
two Hundred, if I ſhould fay ſeveral of them by 
their own Confeſſion were inliſted ſoon after they 
were diſcharged from the Old Baily, and many others 
were Iriſb Roman Catholicks, I ſhould not deviate 
from the Truth; the firſt were not eaſily kept in 
Order in troubleſome Times, and there was ſome 
Reaſon from the Religion of the Iriſh, to doubt of 
their Fidelity. 

6. Beſide the Want of military Men, we were 
alſo in Want of military Stores; though we did 
not fail to give the proper Advice here : But the 
Supplies ſent us were far ſhort of what was deſired, 
and particularly of thoſe Things which were moſt 
neceſſary : I could enumerate many other Wants 
which were peculiar to the Place, and the People 
among whom we were ſettled ; among others, the 
Want of Water was not the leaſt; and if to this be 


added, that Bricklayers, Carpenters, Smiths, La- 


bourers, Dieters of the Military, and all our menial 
Servants, were in general Natives of the Country, 
who all left the Place ſo ſoon as the French landed, 
it is cafy to conceive the Diſtreſs and Difficulties 
which every one was ſubjefted to, and the Fa- 
tigue and Labour every Individual was obliged to 
ſubmit to. 


7. This 


might have been of Uſe againſt any of the Country 
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( 
| 


8 "I9S1 

7. This was the State of the Place when the 
French came before it ; and thoſe who are conver- 
ſant in Military Affairs will ſoon form a Judgment, 
whether it was practicable to defend it many Days, 
even with the Addition of the Priuceſs Mary's Men, 
againſt a Force ten Times ſuperior to both, and ſo 
mnch better provided with Military Stores and other 
Neceſſaries; at the ſame Time the French expected 
an Addition to their Strength every Day. We had 
an Account in Auguſt that three of their Ships were 
arrived on the Malabar Coaſt, from France, full of 
Men; they were daily expected on ours; and the 
Centaur, Mars, and Brilliant, did actually arrive at 
Pondicherry, in September, full of Men, as was re- 
ported. Our Dependance had been for ſome Time 
ſolely on the Protection of our Men of War; but 
when that was withdrawn, we had no Reſource, no 
Hopes left; and in ſuch Circumſtances it is a re- 
ceived Maxim, and, I believe, held no Breach of 
Honour in the Beſieged to capitulate, in order to 
obtain better Terms, than when the Enemy enters 
by Storm. 

8. I am not ignorant that there nn 
quiet at Home, and with much Tranquillity form 
Plans for the Defence of Places at a Diſtance, cen- 
ſuring very freely the Conduct of thoſe in Truſt 
Abroad, for not doing that which they had figured 
to themſelves here, was ſo eaſy to be done; I am 
ſorry to ſay, our own Caſe has furniſhed me with 
too many Inſtances of this Sort; to mention only 
one; I know it has been repreſented as a Blot upon 
us, that Seventy or Eighty of the Princeſs Mary's 
D Sailors, 
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Sailors, with One Hunted of our Two Hundred 
Europeans, were not permitted to march out and at- 
tack ſuch Part of the Enemy as were landed at Tu. 
plicane, and who were above five Times the Num- 
ber of thoſe who were to be the Aſſailants; it is not 
difficult to form a Judgment what would have been 
the Effect of ſo raſh an Attempt, and therefore I 
am ſurprized that any-body ſhould cenſure us for 
giving no Countenance to it ; certainly: thoſe who. 
do ſo, are not aware that they reflect more upon 
their own Judgment, than upon our Conduct: 
What Meaſures of that Kind might have been pru- 
dently taken, and how ſucceſsfully executed, had 
our Garrifon confiſted of fix hundred effective Euro- 


peeans, excluſive of the Gun- room Crew, our great 


Deficiency renders it unneceffary here to diſcuſs. 
Therefore I proceed to the 

9. Conſiderations, which had Weight with us, 
when we reflected upon the Conſequences, that the 
total Loſs of Madraſs would be to your Affairs; 
thoſe are ſo connected with the Advantages and 
great Savings that would have accrued, had the 
Agreement we made been complied with, that 
what I have to ſay of either, is in great A 
applicable to both. 

10. After the French had bombarded the Town for 
three Days and three Nights, and the few People 
we had in it become extreamly fatigued for Want 
of a Place Bomb Proof wherein to take their Reſt, 
it was determined, having, as was faid before, no 
Hopes of Relief, to fend to M. de la Bourdonais, 
| t0 


e 


to know what Terms he would 
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grant us. And 
n e eee 
quent Treaty of Ranſom. 

11. M. de la Bourdonnais's Inſtructions W 
to make any new Settlement, it followed of Courſe, 
he had in his Power only this Alternative, either to 
deſtroy ſuch of ours as he ſhould become Maſter of, 
or treat for a Ranſom; this laſt we thought moſt 
for your Intereſt, and more for your Credit too, 
than to let the Enemy live at Diſcretion in the Seat 
of your Preſidency, and at Liberty to deſtroy it at 
Pleaſure, efpecially if we could ſecure thereby a 
quiet Poſſeſſion for the Remainder of the War, 
without any of the Works or Company's Buildings 
being demoliſhed ;' for however the Value of theſe 
have been eſtimated here, the Charge of erecting 
them, including the Church, the Town-Houſe, the 
black Town Wall built by Subſcription, the new 
Powder Magazine, and as far as we had gone in 
the new Works, did not coft leſs than four hun- 
dred Thouſand: Pagodas *, when both Materials and 
Labour were much kiſs coltly than in theſe our 
Days. 

12. Tou know. Sirs, but too well what Ex 
pences have been incurred at St. David ſince the 
Loſs of Madra/s, ſo much that it may perhaps in · 
duce you to wiſh that Place had ſuffered the fame 
Fate with its Mother Settlement ; yet the Charge 
you have already been put to at Sr. David, I will 

® Let a Pagoda be always reckoned, for more ready Compu- 


cation, at 8s, though the Company of late have allowed but 
71. 94. each. 
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venture to aſſert, is very far ſhort of what it will 
coſt to finiſh the Works begun there; the chief of 
what they have hitherto ſet about, is merely for the 
Defence of that ſmall Fort, which I grant, when 
compleated, if it is only intended for a military 
Station, may for ſo far be of Uſe; and, indeed if 
Room and Buildings were only wanted for the mi- 
litary Part of your Eſtabliſhment, the Expence per 
haps need not be great; but if the whole of the 
Company's Trade, and the Manner of carrying on 
that Trade in thoſe Parts be conſidered, much more 
will be wanting than is preſently thought of, and I 
wiſh Experience does not too ſoon lay thoſe Wants 
before you, as doubtleſs you intend to carry on as 
large a Trade as you have been uſed, and if 1 
ble to increaſe it. 

13. It is well known, that all which va be 
called Curtins, and ſome of the Baſtions at Madraſs, 
had Warehouſes under them for the Reception of 
Naval Stores, and other gruff Goods from Europe, 
as well as Salt-Petre from Bengal: Neither was 
that ſufficient, but ſeveral large Buildings of your 
own were erected in the Heart of the Town, and 
others hired for the Reception of Woollen and. other 
Merchandize for the Markets in India, and of Cal- 
licoes brought in by our Merchants, and thoſe ſent 
from the ſubordinate Factories, and for ſorting and 
embaling the ſame for the Europe Market : All 
Buildings of this Sort ought to be within the for- 
tified Place, or your Eſtates will be frequently ex- 
poſed to great Danger ; but to carry on this Trade, 
a Number of Servants, who are not military Men, 

will 
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mill be alſo neceſſary; theſe ought, at leaſt they 


will expect, to be lodged in ſuch a Manner, as to 
be ſecure in their Perſons and Effects; for they 


muſt trade too, or be tempted to ſwerve from their 
Duty and Fidelity, as their Salaries and Allowances 
will not maintain them. Neither is this all ; Ex- 
perience of many Years.is convincing, that, in or- 
der to carry on your Trade with Effect, it is ne- 
ceſſary to have ſome of the Natives, who are Men 
of Worth and Subſtance inhabiting among us, but 
they can be expected only in a Place of Trade; 
and as they will trade, they alſo will expect Secu- 
rity for their Perſons and Effects, without being 
expoſed again to every Invader. 

14. You have been long ſenſible, Sirs, of the 
great Advantages that have accrued to you from 
the extenſive Commerce that was carried on at 
Madraſs ; and, till this fatal Event, had enjoyed. an 
almoſt uninterrupted Courſe thereof, for upwards 
of one hundred Years; its Proximity to Pondicherry 
accaſioned it to ſuffer in ſome Branches of its Trade, 
ſince the Peace of Utrecht, from which Time the 
French ſeemed to be more intent, upon extending 
their Commerce to, and in the Eaft-Indies ; but 
notwithſtanding this claſhing of Intereſts, Madraſs 
acquired ſome new Advantages ; the Troubles in 
Perfia, induced many Armenians to leave that 
Country, and ſettle in India; ſeveral of the moſt 
conſiderable, fixed their Reſidence and Families with 
us; the Irruption of the Moratiaes into Carnatic, 
was another Event, that brought. ſeveral eminent 
Shroffs and wealthy Merchants into our Town; 

| D 3 inſo- 
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inſomuch, that I may ſay, there was hardly a Shroff 
of any Note, in the Magul's Empire, but had a 
Houſe in it; in a Word, Madraſs was become the 
Admiration of all the Country People, and the 
Envy of all our European Neighbours ; and, as it 
had for a great many Years, brought in a clear 
annual Revenue of near Seventy Thouſand Pagodas, 
a Sum far exceeding the whole Charges of the Place, 
Civil and Military, according to your Eſtabliſhment 
in Peace; a Sum that would have defrayed all the 
Civil Expences of the Government, and maintained 
above Twelve Hundred Exropeans, with proper Of- 
ficers and Arms, for its Defence in War; it might 
well, we thought, deſerve our Conſideration, how 
to prevent the total Loſs of ſo valuable a Settle- 
ment, and the Ruin of its numerous Inhabitants, 
from whoſe Induſtry, Luxury, and Neceſſities, 
thoſe rich Revenues flowed ; valuable ſurely it was 
to the Company, for what other Settlement had 
they that could boaſt of paying its own Expences, 
or near them, by its own Revenues, even in the 
moſt peaceable and quiet Times : But ſuch, alas, 
being the Fate of Madraſs, it is not eaſy to deter- 
mine the Time when the Effects of ſo ſad an Event 


will be effaced, and fo far forgot, as to induce the 


Natives to ſettle with us again: Their Preſervation 


appeared to us very eſſential to your Intereſt ; and 
as they had ſo long, and ſo largely, paid for your 


Protection, by the Duties on their Trade and Con- 
ſumption, yet found none, I hope it will not be 
looked upon as an improper Confideration, by a 


Society who have ſo often recommended to us the 


Exerciſe 
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Exerciſe of Equity and Lenity, in order to invite 
the Natives to ſettle under their Protection; if I 
confeſs we had ſome Degree of Compaſſion for fo 
great a Multitude of Inhabitants as were at Ma- 
draſs, who before the French landed were com- 
puted at above Two Hundred Thouſand “, and who 
have ſince been diſperſed, and are miſerably wan- 
dering in the Country. 

15. The clear Annual Revenues of Madraſs and 
St. David together, having for a great Number of 
Years paſt, been about Eighty Thouſand Pagodas, 
the Difference, till one or both of thoſe Places col- 
left again (after the old Method) to that Amount, 
muſt, I think, be imputed to the Loſs of Madraſs, 
and the Ruin of its Inhabitants ; and, I preſume, 
ought to be carried to the Credit of our Ranſom 
Treaty; how long any Difference may ſubſiſt, or 
to what Sum it may amount, your own Books will 
be the cleareſt Evidence; I ſhall remark only, that 
the Deficiency for theſe three firſt Years, muſt be 
near Two Hundred Thouſand Pagodas. 

16. Permit me to preſent Madraſs to you in 
another Light, and at one View z for upwards of 
twenty Years paſt, if I am not greatly miſtaken, 
(for how much longer I know not) there has been 
a Nett Gain communibus Annis on the Head of 
Profit and Loſs in the Madraſs Books, ariſing from 
the Revenues, Silver Coinage, and the Sale of 
Woollen and other Goods from Europe of near 
Ninety Thouſand Pagodas a Year, after all Charges 


It had been nearer the Truth, if be had ſaid above 250,000. 
Da4 Civil 
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Civil and Military of the Coaſt were paid, which 
Ballance being annually carried to Stock, became 
properly Part of the Inveſtment for Europe, whereby 
a further Advance, and I apprehend no incon- 
ſiderable one, aroſe upon it; Is it not reaſonable, 
that till Madraſs, or Fort St. David do the like 
again, to impute the Deficiency for ſo long to the 
ſame Cauſe as the Loſs of the Revenues, and to 
place it to the ſame Account? What that Defi- 
ciency may be, (doubtleſs there will be a great one) 
can only be diſcovered after the ſame Manner. 

17. In 1744 and 1745 you received“ from the 
Coaſt upwards of ten thouſand Bales, which coſt 
about a Million of Pagodas, and 1746 we ſhould 
have ſent you upwards of Six Thouſand more, if 
the Place had not been taken in the September of that 
Year, as above four Thouſand were at that Time 
ready ; and for any Reaſon that appears to the con- 
trary, we ſhould have kept our Inveſtment up to 
that Rate, at leaſt for the Remainder of the War, if 
not for a longer Continuance, had not Madraſs un- 
happily fallen into the Hands of the Enemy ; what 
came home Þ laſt Year was that Part of the Four 
Thouſand Bales that was provided at Fort Se. 
David and the Northern Settlements, before our 
Diſſolution in 1946. What will be provided for 
you on the Coaſt in and from 1747 to 1750, is 
beyond the Reach of my Intelligence to calculate, 
but I have good Reaſon to ſuſpect the Inveſtment 
there, will fall far ſhort of what it would have 


® It dad decker dans expreſſed, We ſent you, 
+4 is meant, what were {ent Home. 
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bert, had only our Agreement with M. de la Bour- 
donnais been complied with, and the Company con- 
ſequently become great Sufferers, as the Sale of the 
Coaſt Goods have been of late ſo high, and are ſaid 
to continue ſo ſtill, which Difference you will alſo 
permit me to ſuppoſe, ought to be given to the 
Credit of our Ranſom Treaty; for had not the 
Government of Pondicherry perfidiouſly broke it, 
nor you yourſelves been pleaſed to condemn it, you 
would have enjoyed all the Benefits of your Trade, 
and the Commerce of Madra/s, without Interruption, 
during the reſt of the War ; and at the ſame Time 
the Expences of the Garriſon might have been kept 
within the Regulation you had eſtabliſhed, in the 
moſt peaceable and quiet Times, for ſix hundred 
effective Europeans would not have coſt more than 
that Crowd of uſeleſs Topaſſes and Peons, of which 
the Major Part of our Military has of late been 
compoſed ; and the Revenue you received here for 
Freight and Permiſſion on Silver and Coral con- 
ſigned to Madreſs, with the Freight and Duty on 
Diamonds in return from thence, would have been, 
I imagine, more than ſufficient to have furniſhed 
Recruits, and kept that Corps compleet. 

18. Another Conſideration, which had great 
Weight with us, was the expected Arrival of the 
Outward-bound Ships, both that Seaſon and the 
next, ſome of whom we feared might fall into the 
Enemy's Hands, by their remaining in Poſſeſſion, 
of Madraſs; tis true, you only loſt the Princeſs 
Amelia, who put in there ; but the Britannia eſcaped 
only thro? the extream ill Conduct of the French, 


the 
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the Exeter might have met with the ſame Fate as 
the Amelia, had ſhe not been forewarned of her 
Danger by a Man of War, who happened to be 
cruizing off the Place, juſt as ſhe was coming to 
an Anchor ; the Oxford too afterwards very luckily 
had a Perſon on Board, who underſtood the Country 
Language, and by that Means learnt by a Cata- 
maran that was fiſhing off the Port, that the Place 
was in Poſſeſſion of the French; ſo that though 
happily you loſt no more than the Amelia, yet the 
narrow Eſcape of the other three, ſhews our Appre- 
henſions that you might ſuffer much more were 
not ill 
19, I am afraid I may add to theſe Loſſes, great 

Part of the Merchants Ballances, who are diſperſed 
in different Parts of the Country, and perhaps it 
will be no caly Matter to prevail with them to come 
down again, if they do not intend to fix their Reſi- 
dence among us, or if they ſuſpect they ſhall be 
brought under any Reſtraint or Trouble on that 
Account, it will be enough to deter them from 
coming; but if they ſhould come, it is much to 
be apprehended, they will either plead they had 
larger Quantities of Goods in their Warehouſes, 
upon their Contracts, than they really had, or that 
their Loſſes otherways have rendered them uncapable 
of paying their Debts; the firſt Plea it will be 
difficult to controvert, and the laft is moſt probably 
20. I might enumerate many other Particulars that 
occurred to us in our unhappy Circumſtances, but 
to . them would take up much longer Time; 
ele I will 
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I will therefore intrude upon you no further, than 
to obviate two or three Objections, which I am 
well aware will be made to our Ranſom Treaty. 

21. The Meaning of that Part of the 8th Ar- 
ticle, wherein Mention is made of our fending 
Goods to Europe, was declared before all the Enghiſb 
Inhabitants and French Officers to be, that provided 
we fulfilled our Engagements (ſuivant les Termes) 
according to the Conditions and Times ſtipulated, 
we were at Liberty to do what we pleaſed with the 
reſt of our Money; and, in my humble Opinion, 
the Words themſelves imply no leſs ; let that be 
granted then, and Madraſs with its Inhabitants had 
remained in their late flouriſhing State, we ſhould 
moſt probably, as we had for the three preceding 
Years, inveſted on the Coaſt full Five Hundred 
Thouſand Pagodas a Year, have made good our 
Obligations to the French for the three Years to 
follow at Two Hundred Thouſand Pagodas a Year, 
and have ſent you each Year Three Thouſand Bales 
beſide *; the Profit whereon, I will venture to af- 
firm, would much more than have paid that Part of 
the Ranſom which was contracted ſhould be paid 
in Europe : In lieu whereof, Madraſs is in a Man- 
ner laid waſte; you have no Bales; and, if I am 
not greatly deceived, you are out of Pocket by the 
Loſs of the Princeſs Amelia in ſix Months after we 
left Madraſs ; and in Conſequence thereof, by Loſs 
of Revenues in twelve Months only ; and by Ex- 


* Which would have cot about Three Hundred Thouſand 
Pagadas. | 
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pences at Fort St. David in fifteen ; more than the 
Six Hundred Thouſand we were to have paid in 
three Years. 

22. The ſecond Objection is, that 0 large a Sum 
as Eleven Hundred Thouſand Pagodas, to be trans- 
ferred from your Eſtate to the French for the Re- 
demption of Magraſs, would have been highly in- 
Jurious to you, and adequately advantageous to your 
Enemy and Rival: In Anſwer to which J muſt beg 
leave to obſerve, that you are already, or will be 
very ſoon, Eleven Hundred Thouſand Pagodas out 
of Pocket by our being driven from Madraſs, and 
that valuable Seat of your Prefidency withal vir- 
tually, if not abſolutely deſtroyed : On the other 
Side, let me aſk, How much leſs the French have 
been long in Poſſeſſion of ? By the Seizure of- the 
Amelia, and the Confiſcation of the Coral, Raw- 
Silk, and other fine Goods, the Property of the 
Inhabitants and their Correſpondents near one half, 
and of Grain and other gruff Goods not far ſhort 
of the other half, 

23. The laſt Objection is, that the Treaty was 
1 made for the Preſervation of private Property; and 

| the Company made to bear the whole Burthen. 

From what has been ſaid above, your Intereſt ap- 

pears to be ſo blended with the Preſervation of pri- 

vate Property, that I confeſs in this Inſtance I have 
not Penetration or Skill enough to ſeparate them; 
but I can aſſure you, nevertheleſs, the Engliſh were 
content, and did conſent to bear a Part; the Ar- 
menians agreed to pay One Hundred and Fifty 


Thouſand Pagodas for their Share; Aſſetts we had 
of 
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of theirs in our Power, and Poſſeſſion ſufficient 
to make it good; and the Natives, when they 
returned, you might have aſſeſſed at Pleaſure. 

24. What has been urged here, I flatter myſelf 
is ſufficiently evincing, that if the whole Sum which 


was agreed to be paid for the Ranſom of the Place, 


including the ſecret Service Money, was to have 
been paid by the Company, the Advantages and 
great Savings would have left a conſiderable Balance 
in their Favour ; this is eaſily demonſtrated when 
reduced to Figures, though a Multitude of leſſer 
Items be excluded: And it is a Fact the French 
Government of Pondicherry were ſo throughly ſen- 
ſible of, that though they ratified the Treaty made 
with us by Monſ. de la Bourdonnais ; he was no 
ſooner embarked, than they declared it null and 
void; which I think they would not have done, 
if they had not been convinced the Bargain we 
had made was too favourable to your Intereſt. 
25. I ſhould be ſorry, Sirs, if any Thing I have 
now faid ſhould be ſo conſtrued as to give any juſt 


| Cauſe of Offence ; a decent Freedom in one's Ju- 


ſtification, while it exceeds not the Bounds of good 
Manners, cannot; and I have purpoſely omitted 
ſome Things, becauſe I would not offend. The in- 
jurious Inſinuations without Number that have been 
induſtriouſly whiſpered about, I eſteem unworthy 
my, Notice ; they hurt me not; but I. was too 
much concerned in the Events related to be alto- 
gether. ſilent, when I heard that the Surrender had 
been termed Comwardly, and the Treaty of Ranſom 
Scandalous and Infamous: If they ſhould appear 
| diffe- 
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differently to you from the Lights you have now 
received, I ſhall expect no leſs from your Candour 
and Juſtice, than to ſtand before you exculpated of 
thoſe heavy Accuſations: The more I am op- 
preſſed by the Misfortunes I have met with, the 
more it is incumbent upon me to vindicate my 
Character and Conduct; and with my own, that of 

the Governour and the reſt of the Council of Ma- 
draſs: It is with this ſole View that I offer this 
Addreſs to you, and hoping it will have the Effect 
which I wiſh and intend, I remain with all poſſible 
Reſpect. 


— m 2 
* 5 


Honourable Sirs, 
London, | 
February 8, 1748-9. Your faithful, humble Servant, 


W. Moxsox. 


— — — TT — — —— — „ —— 
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| I have before mentioned to you, that Payment 
1 of ſeveral Bonds was demanded of the Company, 
4 for Money taken up and borrowed by the Gover- 
nour and Council after the French were in Poſſeſſion 
of the Place, and which upon a Motion in the 
General Court, it was refolved, ſhould not be paid 
without their Leave; I alſo intimated, that this 
Motion was made at the Inftigation of ſome of 
the Directors. Certainly they were previouſly ac- 
quainted with the. Motion; for when the Perſon 
who made it in the General Court had gone fo far 
as to move, That no Bonds given, or Bills drawn 
& by the late Governour and Council of Madraſs.” 
he began to heſitate, as if under a Doubt, whether 


he had not miſtaken his Directions, a 
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of the ſelect Number called over to him, and ena- 
bled him to add, © dated after the zoth of Auguſt, 
« 1746, ih be paid without Leave of the 
General Court.” This Motion was agreed to, 
and ſerved the Purpoſes of the Directors in more 
Inſtances than one; if there had been no Doubt of 
the Validity of any of the Bonds, ſigned after the 
zoth of Auguſt, yet their Finances were low, and 
it hurt them extreamly to think of parting with 
any Money. Thoſe Bonds, which were dated the 


zoth of September, and it was thoſe only that were 
ſigned after the French took Madraſs, were the 


Property of ſome who are conſiderable Men at 
Home, as well as Intereſt among the Proprietors ; 
the Directors by this Reſolution of the General 


Court, were relieved from the ungrateful Taſk of F 
diſcuſſing with the Bond-holders the Validity of 


thoſe Bonds, and they hoped to keep them attached 
to their Party, by Intimations that they ſhould have 
an Opportunity of explaining the Matter at ſome 
future General Court, when they would be paid their 
Money, without the Expence and Trouble of a 
Law-Suit; before I add any Thing further about 
the Bonds dated the goth of September, it is very 
material to let you know, there was another Bond 
included in the Reſolution of the General Court, 
and which being dated the 1ſt of September 1746, 
the Prohibition, as I have faid, was extended to 
the 3oth of Auguſt 1746: the Bond I mean was 
for thirty thouſand Pagodas, given Nicholas Morſe, 
Eſq; and was the Amount of ſeveral lefler Sums, 


which he had advanced at divers Times, in the 


Pre- 
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preceding Part of the Year, to make up ſome 
Remittances, which had been voted by the Council 
to be ſent to Fort St. David, and other ſubordinate 
Factories, and for other neceſſary Purpoſes at Ma- 
draſs, when the Company had rot ſufficient in Caſh. 
to compleat the whole Sums voted. As the Uſes 
this Money was applied to, with the Reaſons why. 
only one Bond was given for it at the Time it was 
dated, and not diſtinct Bonds for each particular 
Sum at the Time it was advanced, I ſay, as all this 
is more particularly explained in ſeveral Letters to 
the Court of Directors entered hereafter, I refer 
you thereto, my Purpoſe in this Place being only 

to let you a little into the Secret of the Directors 
8 

Mr. Monſon ſoon aſter his Arrival in e 
preſented to the Court of Directors this Bond of 
thirty thouſand Pagodas, which was aſſigned over 
to him by Mr. Morſe, together with a Letter of 
Advice from the late Governour and Council re- 
lang to the ſame, in the following Words. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors for 
Aﬀairs of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Eaſt-Indies. 


Honourable, 
HIS juſt ſerves to adviſe you, that we gave 
a Bond, payable to your Preſident by the 
Company, for thirty thoufand Pagodas ; which Mo- 
ney he advanced, at ſundry Times, for the Com- 
pany's Service, before our Troubles came on; but 
as 
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as he did not aſk for any Acknowledgment under 
the Council's Hands at the Time of paying it into 
your Caſh, We gave him the abovementioned Bond 
for the. ſame at Intereſt. Dated the 1ſt of Septem- 

ber 1746. We are, 


Honourable, 
Pondicherry, 


January 18, 1746-7. —Your faithful bumble Servants, 


Joun STRATTON. Nic. MorsE. 
JohN SAvA R. W. Moxsox. 


Meſſieurs Eyre and Harris, two other of the 
Council, have ſigned the Bond; but, not being at 
Pondicherry, they could not join in ſigning this 
Letter. 

However, the Demand of this Bond was not the 
only Buſineſs that induced Mr. Monſon to come to 
England; his principal View was to juſtify the Con- 
duct of himſelf, and the reſt of the Gentlemen who 
were intruſted with the Management of the Com- 
pany's Affairs at Madraſs; and to explain to the 
Directors, the defenceleſs Condition of the Place; 
the Impoſſibility of maintaining it for the Company, 
againſt a Force ſo much ſuperior to their own , 
the Reaſans for concluding the Treaty of Ranſom; 
and alſo to demonſtrate, that, if it had been comply'd 
with, it, would have been greatly to the Company's 
Advantage. Add beſide, that it was looked upon 
not only as proper, but highly neceſſary, that ſome- 
body who had been upon the Spot, and acquainted 
with all the Circumſtances Abroad, ſhould be ready 
here at Home, to prevent the Effects that might 
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have proceeded from many falſe and idle Reports, 
which are too often and commonly propagated upon 
ſuch an Event as this. 

The Directors were well acquainted and aware of 
Mr. Monſon's Deſign of coming to England; it was 
therefore thought expedient to endeavour to keep 
him in a State of Dependance, which they flattered 
themſelves would keep him ſilent, and they hoped 
that Purpoſe would be effected by keeping the Pay- 
ment of the Bond in Suſpence; though there was 
ſufficient Teſtimony that the Money was advanced 
and applied for their Uſe and Service, before the 
French attacked the Place, yet it was eaſy to pretend 
that they wanted Copies of the Madraſs Books and 
Conſultations for fuller Proof thereof; though, as 
Affairs were circumſtanced at that Time, it ſeemed 
very doubtful whether they ſhould ever be gratified 
therein ; however, to make ſhort of the Matter, and 
to eaſe themſelves of any further particular Appli- 
cation, it was contrived to include this Bond in the 
Prohibition of the General Court. Mr. Monſon had 
not at this Time offended them. by any Appeal to 
the Public; I will not be ſure, whether what he has 
addreſſed to them in private ſince, has not inſpired 
them with ſome Reſentment; I have procured 
Copies of his Letters, and you will perhaps be able, 
without my Help, to put your Finger upon. the 
ſore Places: The Reaſon of my ſurmiſing this laſt, 
proceeds from the State of the Cafe, which the Di- 
rectors drew up for the Opinion of Council, in 
Conſequence of the Reſolution of the General Court 
2 jane 22d of March 1748, Which Reſolution was, 

| -" That 


24. ., © 

, That it be referred to the Court of Directors, 
* to enquire what Money, or other Conſiderations, 
** was paid or given for the ſeveral Bonds whereof 
Payment is now demanded, by whom, and to 
* whom, and when, and upon what Occaſion, and 
% how ſuch Money was paid, applied, and diſ- 
«© poſed of, and by whom, and to whom, and 
« when, and for what Purpoſe, and to ſtate all 
the material Circumſtances relating thereto z and 
that the Court of Directors do take the Opinion 
of Council, how far the Company are liable to 
the Payment of all, or any of the ſaid Bonds; 
and report their Proceedings at the next - 
<< terly General Court.“ 


This Reſolution was ſent to Mr. Monſon, with 
the following Letter from Mr. Secretary. 


SIX, 


H E laſt General Court having come to a 

Reſolution with reſpect to the Bonds given 
by the Eaſt- India Company's late Governour and 
Council at Fort St. George, dated after the goth of 
Auguſt 1746, whereof Payment was then demand- 
ed; I do, by Order of the Court of Directors, 
ſend you a Copy of that Reſolution, and a Lift of 
thoſe Bonds; and as you were one of the Com- 
pany's Council, and are poſſeſſed of a Bond dated 
after that Time, of which you demanded Payment 
at the laſt General Court, the Court of Directors 
deſire that you will, as clearly and explicitly as you 


on, give * in Writing ſuch an Account of 
MR thoſe 
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thoſe Tranſactions as is required by the incloſed 
Reſolution, that they may make ſuch a Report as 


may be ſatisfactory to the General Court. I am, 
STR, 


April 13, 1749. Your moſt obedient Servant, 


Eaſt-India Hou/e, 


RoperT JAMES, Secretary. 


To this Mr. Monſon made the following Reply ; 
wherein. are repeated ſome Things that were faid in 


a former Letter, the Reaſon whereof I wiſh I was 
at Liberty to tell you. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors for 
Affairs of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Eaſt-Indiee. 


$1K6 


Have received, from your Secretary, Copy of 
| the Reſolution of the General Court of the 
22d of March laſt, with a Liſt of Bonds given by 
the Eaſt- India Company's late Governour and Coun- 
cil at Fort St. George, dated after the goth of Au- 
guſt 1746, whereof Payment was then demanded ; 


and intimating your Deſire that I would, as clearly 


and explicitly as I can, give you in Writing ſuch 


an Account of thoſe Tranſactions as is required by 


the ſaid Reſolution, that you might make ſuch a 


Report as may be ſatisfactory to the General 
Court. 


As the Bonds whereof Payment was demanded 
* e at 


vii. 
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at the General Court of the 22d of March laſt, 
were only theſe following, Viz. | 


For Pagodas 10 10000 claimed by Meſſ. George Arnold, 
| Thomas Truman, Henry Iſaac, 

and Joſeph Salomons. N 

— 40000 claimed by Meſſ. Abraham and 


Jacob Franco and Aaron Franks. 
— — 410000 claimed by Mr. Francis Salvadore. 
= —  F£54ooclaimed by Mr. Jacab Salvadore. 
— — 3oooo claimed by Mr. William Monſon. 


I fay, as only theſe Bonds were demanded at the 
General Court of the 22d of March 1748, it may 
not be improper to acquaint you, that there were 
ſeveral other Sums borrowed, and Bonds given for 
the ſame, by the late Governour and Council at 
Fort St. George, dated after the zoth of au 1746, 


particularly 


One for Pagodas 15000 To Meſſ. Tones and Moſes. 
— 5000 To Mr. Peter Baillieu. 


8 2000 Ta che binder and Church- 
| wardens. 


— — 4368 To the Mayor's Court. 


— — 1400 To Mr. Foxall. 


Beſide which, we gave a Bond to Mr. colon 
for 2000 Rupees, and a Bill of Exchange to NM. 
Samuel Barlow for 3000 Pagodas. 

The Circumſtances attending the Bond for 30000 
Pagodas, claimed by myſelf, are very different from 
the reſt; it is dated the iſt of September 1746, 
dan the French came againſt the Place, and has 

E 3 not 
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not the leaſt Connection with, or Relation to, the 
Surrender or Redemption of it; for ſome Time 
before the War broke out, the French were at great 
Expences Abroad, and received but ſlender Remit- 
tances from France, which occaſioned them to con- 
tract very large Debts in India to carry on their 
Affairs; the Declaration of War put a total Stop to 
all Supplies coming to them from Europe, and to 
all further Credit in the Country, whereby they 
preſently became out of all Capacity to interfere 
with us in the Inveſtment for Europe; our Inveſt- 
ment conſequently increaſed very much in 1744 and 
1745, but in 1746 eſpecially, Demands for Money 
from the South and from the North, from our own 
Merchants alſo, and from the Paymaſter, came ſo 
much quicker upon us than our Receipts, by Re- 
venues and Sale of Europe Goods, or otherwiſe, 
could anſwer, we thought ourſelves obliged, that 
you might not loſe the Benefit of that ſeemingly 
favourable Conjuncture, to take up Money of 
whomſoever would lend it; feveral did fo, and had 
Bonds for the ſame, but altogether being inſufficient 
to carry on your Buſineſs with that Vigour and Suc- 
ceſs we wiſhed, Mr. Morſe, always zealous for the 
Company's Service and Intereſt, advanced at divers 
Times in the laſt three Months before the Place was 
attacked, in like Manner as he. had done the Year 
preceding, ſundry Sums of his own Money (which 
he might have employed much better) to compleat 
thoſe required of us from Fort &. David, the 
Northern Settlements and our own People at the 
Fort; Mr. Morſe did not take a ſeparate Bond for 

| each 
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each Advis but on the 1ſt of September, when 
we had full Aſſurance the French had projected a 
Deſcent, and intended to invade Magraſs by Land, 
he defired in a regular Council held that Morning, 
a Bond might be given him for thirty thouſand 
Pagodas, he had thus advanced, which being una- 
nimouſly agreed to, a Bond was accordingly drawn 
out as ſoon as could be, and ſigned that very Day; 
which Bond upon my Reſolution at Pondicherry, 
to come to England, I defired him, that I might 
not return quite naked, to aſſign over to me, as 
what Effects could be recovered of mine, would 
come into his Hands; to this Propoſal Mr. Morſe 
conſented, and it is this Bond I had the Honour to 
preſent to you upon my Arrival, and is partly the 
Subject of the preſent Enquiry ; I cannot but per- 
ſwade myſelf, you are ſo well ſatisfied the Money 
was honourably and duly advanced for the Com- 
pany's Service, when they were in Want of Caſh, 
before the French came againſt us, that I flatter my- 
ſelf you will report it in fuch Manner to the next 
r es" ht TE CA AO 
no longer deferred. 
With regard to the other Bonds, you defire to be 
informed upon what Occaſion the Money was bor- 
rowed, by whom, of whom, and when; the Bonds 
themſelves expreſs by whom, of whom, and when : 
The Occaſion was this; in treating for the Ran- 
ſom Mr. Morſe and myſelf, to whom it was by the 
Council more particularly referred, were ſoon made 
ſenſible, it was neceſſary to diſburſe a further Sum, 
befide that mentioned in the publick Treaty : This 
E 4 we 
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we communicated, as we had conſtantly and faith- 
fully done every other Step taken in this Affair, to 
the Council, who being of Opinion, that as the 
Terms of the Treaty appeared highly for the Com- 
pany's Intereſt in the Situation of their Affairs at that 
Time, it was more adviſeable to lay down ſuch a 
Stake * than to loſe the Benefit of it, by ſuffering 
the Enemy to remain, and live at Diſcretion, in the 
Seat of their Preſidency, and at Liberty to deſtroy 
it at Pleaſure. 

A further and diſtinct Sum being then agreed 
on, and agreed by the Council to be paid, our next 
Difficulty was how to raiſe the Money ; it was not 
practicable for us to do ſo, but by giving the Com- 
pany's Bonds for the ſame, to ſuch as would ſup- 
ply us; and, as almoſt all the Money, and ſuch 
valuable Effects belonging to private Perſons that 
could readily be removed and ſecreted, had been 
carried out of Town, and ſecured in the Country, 
before the French inveſted the Place, the Proprietors 
were not eaſily prevailed on, to bring them in again, 
even under ſuch a Security; they could not recall 
them immediately, and, I believe, would not have 
conſented to do ſo at all, had they not been as 
much convinced as the late Governour and Council 
were, that the Uſe to which they were to be applied, 
was greatly for the Company's Intereſt. 


The Governour and Council of Bengal have paid down 
Twenty and Thirty Thouſand Pounds at a Time to the Nabob, 
to make Peace with him, and obtain the Diſpatch of a Year's 
Shipping: The Gentlemen at Madraſi thought they might well 
venture to do ſo for the Preſervation of ſo famous and valuable 
8 Settlement. 

As 
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As it is part of the Reſolution of the General 
Court, that you ſhould enquire into what Money or 
other Conſideration was paid or given for the 
ſeveral Bonds, I take the Liberty to acquaint you 
that it was impoſſible for us to raiſe the Whole in 
Money, a conſiderable Part was made good in 
Diamonds, which were brought our of the Country 
for that ſole Purpoſe; I cannot aſcertain the exact 
Value, but to the beſt of my Recollection, it might 
amount to near one halt of the whole Sum bor- 
rowed. | 
It remains only to ſay, to whom this Money: and 
theſe Diamonds were given or paid; permit me to 
ſay rather, that in certain Conjunctures, Negotia- 
tions ariſe, which require not only to be conducted 
with ſome Degree of Secrecy, but that the Secret 
be kept inviolable afterwards, there being a Sort of 
Faith, which ought to be preſerved, even with one's 
Enemies; you will readily conceive this whole 
Negotiation to be of ſuch a Nature, as ought not, 
or cannot be with any Propriety publickly, or more 
explicitely revealed, nor can it anſwer any valuable 
Purpoſe to the Company if it were, from whence 
I 5 I ſhall ſtand excuſed, if I declare no further 
than that Part of the Money was appropriated to 
pay fix Months Salary, and two Months Diet to 
your covenanted Servants, with a Month's Arrears 
to the Garriſon, beſide ſundry Diſburſtments to the 
Officers and Sailors of the Prince/s Mary, to your 
Officers and Military, that were going to Cuddalore, 
and ſome other little Advances, we - judged ne- 
ceſſary towards our future Eſtabliſhment ; the reſt 
of 
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of the Money, with the Diamonds, was actually 
and bona fide, applied to the Purpoſe already men- 
tioned, which in the Opinion of thoſe concerned in 
this Buſineſs, would have redounded very much to 
the Honour, the Credit and real Advantage of the 
Company; the late Governour and Council of Fort 
St. George, ſtill thought themſelves bound by their 
Duty to do every Act that might tend to that good 
End, even in the State they were; they thought 
they were warranted and authorized by Reaſon and 
Equity to do ſo; and I traſt that you are by this 
Time convinced no indirect Application has been 
made of the Money and Diamonds, for which 
thoſe Bonds were given ; I flatter myſelf again that 
what I have here offered, with reſpect to them, will 
be ſatisfactory to you, and have the Honour to be 


SIRS, 


London, 
May 3, 1749- Your moſt obedient Servant, 


W. Monson. | 


A Copy of the Refolution of the General Court 
of the 22d of March 1748, was likewiſe ſent with 
a Letter from the Secretary to Mr. Stratton ; who, 
on the 4th of May 1749, returned an Anſwer to 
the Court of Directors: What he faid in regard to 
the Bonds dated the 3oth of September 1746, being 
pretty much to the ſame Purpoſe as what Mr. 
Monſon had offered, I ſhall not trouble you with a 
Repetition; but with reſpect to the Bond dated 
the ift of September 1746, he ſays, | = 

50H « The 
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« The Bond claimed by Mr. William Monſen for 
Thirty Thouſand Pagodas, I muſt ſuppoſe to be 
<« that Bond the Governour and Council ſigned and 
« gave to Mr. Morſe for that Sum, dated the iſt 
<«< of September 1746, which was before the Settle- 
e ment of Fort St. George was inveſted by the 
French, or before they came againſt that Place, 
e and conſequently of a different Nature from thoſe 
* Bonds already mentioned; for this Sum was ad- 
« vanced by Mr. Morſe, at different Times, in or- 
der to carry on your Buſineſs at the Fort, and 
to ſupply your other Settlements of Fort St. 
«© David, Vizagapatam, and Ingeram, with Money 
e for the like Purpoſe, but did not aſk for a Bond 
in Council till the Day it was ſigned: Nor was 
this the firſt Inſtance of the Kind; Mr. Morſe, 
«© I am informed, did the ſame the Year preceed- 
„ing; and Mr. Benyon, I am informed alſo, has 
frequently advanced his private Caſh for your 
<« Service, without any Conſideration, and waited 
<« for the Arrival of Supplies before he reimburſed 
<« himſelf; and from the Situation of your Affairs 
on the Coaſt that Year, I muſt believe you are 
<* ſenſible, your Governour and Council of Fort 
St. George could not have made an Inveſtment on 
the Coaſt, ſo as to have enabled them to have 
<«« diſpatched the expected Shipping in Time, if 
they had not borrowed ſeveral Sums of Money at 
© Intereſt, the large Number of Bales that were 
<«« purchaſed on the Coaſt. that Year, which have 
© been all received here (except thoſe taken in 
* Madreſs) will evince the Truth of what I now 

aſſert: 
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aſſert: I muſt alſo do Mr. Morſe the Juſtice to 
declare to your Honours, that I have Reaſon to 
believe that he paid Intereſt for the Money that 
he ſupplied: your Caſh, ſome Months before he 
* required this Bond from the Council, which I 
« apprehend he can ſufficiently make appear to 
* your Honours on his Arrival here; and I am 
further to aſſure you, that I do firmly believe all 
Money received, for which your Governour and 
Council gave Bonds, was actually and bona fide 
* advanced, and paid for your Intereſt and Service. 


The DireQors were now to draw up the Caſe 
for the Council; which they ſo very partially ſtated, 
that though the Council, whoſe Opinion was read 
at the quarterly General Court in June, were clear, 
that the Company were liable to pay the Bonds 
dated the goth of September 1746, they expreſſed a 
Doubt of ſome Colluſion, Fraud, and Breach of 
Truſt in the late Governour and Council, relating 
to the Bond of the iſt of September 1746, and there- 
fore, that it was not proper to pay that Bond 
« yct:” The Reaſon of that Doubt proceeded, I 
believe, from the Directors Manner of Stating what 
Mr. Edward Fowke had wrote them, as his Reaſon 
for not ſigning it: Mr Fowke made no Objection 
in Council when the Bond was agreed to be given 3 
and the Objection he made to Signing it afterwards, 
ſeems to be rather to the Form and Manner of its 
being tendered to him, than any Doubt of the Mo- 
ney having been applied for the Company's Ule. 

The Directors don't ſeem to have been more nice 

| and 
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and exact in ſtating the Caſe relating to the Bonds 
dated the goth of September; they laid great Weight 
and Streſs upon what Mr. Fowke had ſaid, about 
his not Signing the Bond for Thirty Thouſand Pa- 
godas ; but they take no Notice (either becauſe it 
was not in Writing, or that they were willing it 
ſhould be forgot) of what he ſaid in one of their 
Committees about thoſe Bonds, when, upon ſome 
Queſtions being put to him, he declared, that he 
had no Doubt the Money was paid ; and further, 
that it was his Opinion, No Ranſom could have 
been obtained even for Two Million of Pagodas, if 
a ſeperate Sum had not been agreed for beſide. 

You have heard read the State of the Caſe, as it 
was laid before Council, and the Council's Opinion 
thereon ; that Opinion did not ſeem to ſatisfy the 
General Court, with Reſpe& to the Bonds, dated 
the 3oth of September; you were preſent at that 
Court, and therefore I need not take up much of 
your Time, by repeating all that was ſaid there; 
it is not uncommon in all ſuch Aſſemblies to have 
a great deal ſaid very forreign to the Purpoſe, and 
I believe a great many that ſpoke that Day had not 
been previouſly conſulted, and were theretore left 
to the Impulſe of thoſe Paſſions and Prejudices 
which they had imbibed from the Notions that had 
been for ſome Time before inſtilled into them ; 
the Directors affected to have it thought that they 
were not againſt the Payment of the Bonds, but 
the Effects of their former Policy operated too 
ſtrongly againſt them, and perhaps it gave them no 
great Concern, as they thought it would ſtill keep 

the 
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the Bondholders in a longer State of Dependance ; 
byt you will give me Leave to trouble you with a 
few Remarks upon ſome of the Arguments that 
were made Uſe of againſt paying theſe Bonds; ſome 
who were perfectly ignorant of the Application of 
the Money, were poſſeſſed with a Notion, that it 


Was actually in the Place, and by Colluſion with 
the Company s Servants, . was paid into their Caſh, 


and Bonds given for it, and alſo that that Money 
was really in Caſh, and taken by the French, and 
that this was contrived on Purpoſe to make the 
Company accountable tor what otherwiſe would have 
been taken from them; if this really had been the 
Caſe, the Arguments of thoſe would have been juſt, 
who exclaimed againſt the Signing of thoſe Bonds 
as an iniquitous Proceeding ; the Fact is, that when 
the French took Poſſeſſion of the Town, the Com- 
pany had not to the Value of a Thouſand Pounds 
in Caſh, nor did the French poſſeſs themſelves of 
Caſh to that Amount. And therefore the Bond- 
holders not entering at firſt into the Purpoſe for 
which the Money was applied, endeavoured, only 
to ſhew, how improbable it was from the Circum- 
ſtances of the Caſe, that there could be any Collu- 
ſion between their Factors and the Company's Ser- 
vants: At length it was urged by ſome of them, 
that the Money was borrowed and paid in Conſe- 
quence of the Ranſom Treaty. In Anſwer to which, 
it was inſiſted upon, that no Act of the Governour 
and Council, in the Circumſtances they were after 
the French were in Poſſeſſion of the Place, could be 


valid or binding; that, in Conſequence, the Treaty 
itſelf 
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itſelf was null and void; and of which the French 
themſelves were ſo ſenſible, that they ated a moſt 
egregious Farce, in giving what they were pleaſed 
to term an Act of Liberty; and that a Bond ſigned 
to a Highwayman or Street Robber, was equally as 
binding: Perhaps I am not exact in reciting the 
very Expreſſions of the Gentleman who made Uſe 
of this Argument ; but, as you were preſent at the 
Debate, you will allow, that what I have faid agrees 

in Subſtance ; and I am very ready to allow, that 
the Act of Liberty was ſo far impertinent, that it 
was neither neceſſary or material; but I cannot agree 
with him, that the Governour and Council of Ma- 
 draſs, when the French were in Poſſeſſion of the 
Place, were in the ſame Circumſtances as a Man 
that is attacked by a Robber. It is well known, 
and that Gentleman ought to have known, that 
there is always ſubſiſting a Power of entering into 
Treaties and Engagements between the Parties ar 
War; and that ſuch Treaties and Engagements are, 
by the Laws of Nations, looked upon as ſacred and 
valid. In the preſent Caſe, there was not the leaſt 
Force or Compulſion; the French propoſed the 
Terms upon which they would evacuate the Place, 
and the Engliſh were at Liberty to accept thoſe 
Terms, or to evacuate the Place themſelves : The 
moſt that can be ſaid, and indeed nothing worſe 
could be ſaid, is, that the Governour and Council 
were induced to accept the Terms, upon Motives 
very different from the Intereſt of the Company; 
but it is ridiculous to ſuggeſt, that they were forced | 
or compelled to it by the French: I ſuppoſe this is 
2 not 
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not the firſt Inſtance, that a Place has * ran- 
ſomed, after the Enemy was in Poſſeſſion of it; and 
we find, that ſince Madraſs was taken, it is an ex- 
preſs Condition in the Treaty between Admiral 
Knowles and the Governouf of Fort Louis, that, 
« For what Lenity the Admiral is diſpoſed to ſhew 
« the Town and Inhabitants; the Conditions ſhall 
ebe ſettled between Governour Chatteaunoye and 
e him to Morrow.” Theſe Conditions were to be 
ſettled after the Engh/p were in Poſſeſſion of the 
Place; and though they had no other Foundation 
than the Admiral's Lenity, yet, after they were ſet- 
tled, were no doubt deemed as valid and binding, 
and as punctually complied with, as if they had been 
ſettled before the Admiral had taken Poſſeſſion. _ 
I believe, Sir, by this Time I have almoſt tired 
your Patience by the Length of this Diſcourſe ; it 
is indeed ſwelled beyond the Compaſs of a Letter; 
the Subject is. copious, and though I reſolved from 
the Beginning to omit many Things, yet I did not 
think what I propoſed to ſay would have taken up 
ſo much Room; you will, I am afraid, have too 
much Occaſion to remark ſome Defects in the Stile, 
as well as Connection in ſeveral Parts; but as I 
have not Time to correct thoſe Faults, I muſt rely 
upon your Goodneſs and Candour to excuſe them : 
My chief Intent, when I firſt ſet down, was to 
explain to you, that the whole of the Misfortunes, 
which we have met with Abroad, has not been en- 
tirely owing to the ill Conduct of the Gentlemen of 
Madras, which ſo much Pains has been taken to 
have thought and believed, but on the contrary to a 


long 
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long Courſe of weak Adminiſtration of your Af- 
fairs at home; and at laſt to the unaccountable 
Conduct of the Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jeſty's Squadron, and the Venality. and Folly of the 
Nabob : My Intent was to ſhew” you, moreover, 
that had the Treaty of Ranſom been duly complied 
with, the Company would have been great Gainers 
thereby; one of the fineſt forreign Settlements in 
the World would have remained in its full Luſtre 
and Credit, and many of his Majeſty's Subjects, 
with a vaſt Multitude of good Inhabitants, had 
been preſerved from Ruin and Miſery. How far 
what I have ſaid is a Proof thereof, I ſubmit to 
your Judgment; and alſo in what Degree prudent 
thoſe Meaſures were, that left the Safety of the 
Company's Settlements and Eſtates abſolutely to 
the Caprice of Men, over whom their Servants had 
no Controul ; whether it be to the precarious Aid 
of a little Squadron at ſo great a Diſtance, and ſub- 
ject to ſuch Variety of Accidents, or to the more 
precarious Wiſdom and Honour of a Mahomedan 
Government, I am with greateſt Eſteem, 


STR, &c. 


London, 
March 15, 1749. 
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CoNTENTS of the ArpgnDix. 
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Letters and Papers concerning the Neutra- 
lity. 


. Extraft from the Diary, of the moſt material 


Occurrence at Madraſs, from the 18th of 
Auguſt 1746, to the 13th of Novem- 
ber, when Mr. Morſe, Sc. arrived at 
Pondicherry. 

State of the Garriſon at Madraſs, Septem- 
ber 1746. | 

Tranſlate of the Capitulation of Madraſs. 

Copy of Monſ. de la Bourdonnais Commiſſion. 

Letter to Monſ. de la Bourdonnais. 

Tranſlate of, the ſuperiour Council of Pondi- 
cherry. Their Proteſt againſt the Ranſom. 
Anſwer to the Proteſl. And their Ratifi- 
cation of the ſeveral Articles of Ranſom. 


. Madraſs in Account with the Ranſom. 


9. Eſtimate of the Company's Loſſes and Expentces 


incurred. by the Loſs of Madraſs. 


* 
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AF FL ND I 
No. 1. 
Anno 1742. 


OPY of Propoſals made by the French 
( | Eaft-India Company, to the Engliſh Eaſt- 

India Company, in order to eſtabliſh a 
Neutrality betwixt the two Companies, in caſe 
of a War between the two Crowns; tranſacted 
with H——y L——w—, Eſq; during his 
Reſidence at Paris; which Propoſals were ap- 
proved off by their Eminences Cardinal Fleury 
and Tencin, and afterwards , ud before his Ma- 
jeſty by Monſieur Orry, Comptroller General, 
and returned to the French Directors with this 
Anſwer ; That his Majeſty would ratify any Con- 
ditions ſtipulated between the two Companigs. 


. 


Memorandum by the F rench, and their Propoſals 
comprixed in three Articles. 


Memorandum. \ 


As War is an inevitable Ruin to Trade, it 
ſeems convenient for the reciprocal Good of both 
Companies, to guard againſt all Accidents, in 
caſe of a War between France and England, by a 

F 2 Con- 
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they ſhall be in a Condition to ſpare. 
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Convention to be approved off by both Com- 
panies. 

Article iſt. 

In caſe of a War between the two Powers in 
Europe, there ſhall be no Hoſtilities in any of 
their Settlements in the Eaſt Indies, moſt of which 
lie contiguous to each other, but they ſhall con- 


tinue to live in Amity one with another, as they - 
have done for Forty Years paſt. 


Article 2d. 

The Ships of either Company, finding them- 
ſelves under a Neceſſity to touch at any of their 
Settlements in the Eaſt Indies, be they Engliſh 
or French, or at the Iſles of France, or Bourbon, 
or St. Helena; not being informed of a Declara- 
tion of War between the two Nations, they ſhall 
not be ſtopped or put under any Difficulties upon 
any Pretence whatſoever, by any Ships of War, 
or the Companies Ships that may happen to 
meet; but, on the contrary, they ſhall have free 
Liberty to embark their Men and their Effects, 
and ' ſhall fail upon paying for the Neceſſaries 
they may have been furniſhed with, be it Wood, 
or Water, or any Thing the Settlement ſhall be 
in a Condition to. ſupply them with. 


Article 3d, 


The Ships of either Company meeting at Sea, 
ſhall: not attack one another; but, on the con- 
trary, ſhall furniſh each other with any Thing 


The 
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The following are Tranſlates and C opies of 
Laters that paſſed on this Occaſion. 


H——y L—w—r, Efq; to Monſ. D——s, 
dated at Boulogne, Nov. 1 5th, 1742. 


SIX, 


13 HE Liberty I now take is to  affure you of 
my Reſpects, and of the grateful Senſe T 
ſhall ever retain of the Favours you have been 
pleaſed to honour me with, the Contimuance of 
which I earneſtly ſollicit. 

The Confidence you was pleaſed to repoſe in 
me during my Reſidence at Paris, is the greateſt 
Mark you can give me of your Eſteem ; I have 
tranſmitted to London, the Articles for ſettling a 
Neutrality between the two Companies, and 1 
make no doubt, but our Dire&ors will meet 
next Wedneſday to conſult on this important Oc- 
caſion; I hope ſoon ta receive a ſatisfactory 
Anſwer, which I ſhall do myſelf the Honour to 
communicate to you ; my Sentiments are, that 
as the Propoſals are ſo much to the mutual Ad- 
vantage of both Companies, ta live in good 
Friendſhip in India, it cannot fail of Succeſs. 
| am, 


8 I R, &c. 


Monſieur 


[86] 


Monjieur D s ro H—y L—-w-sr, E/; 
dated at Paris, Nov. 19, 1742. 


S1 X, 


I Have had the Honour to receive your Letter 


of the 15th Current, by which I heard with 
Pleaſure, the agreeable News of your Arrival at 
Baulogne; I was charmed with every Occaſion of 
obliging you here, my Buſineſs prevented me 
the Satisfaction of cultivating your Friendſhip 
equal to my Wiſhes, during your Reſidence at 
Paris. | 
I heartily wiſh our Project may ſucceed, it 
will unavoidably redound to both our Reputa- 
tion, as it tends only to prevent great Loſſes 
and Expences to the two Companies. I have 


the Honour to be, &c. | 
SIX, &c. 


H—y L—w—r, Eſq; to H—y G—h , Ef 
dated at Boulogne, Nov. 11, 1742. 


SIX. 


Ince I had the Honour to wait on you in 
England, I have ſpent Part of my Time at 
Paris, from whence I returned laſt Night to 
Boulogne ; during my Stay there I moſt fre- 
quented thoſe Gentlemens Company I knew 
Abroad, which gave me many Opportunities of 
diſcourſing with them of Affairs in India; and 
among other Things, I ventured to take upon 
me 


G 871 

me to ſound how far a Neutrality there, in caſe 
of a War, might be agreeable to the French , 
this Subject, when I firſt ſtarted it, was thought 
neceſſary to be kept ſecret for a little Time, for 
a Reaſon not proper to be mentioned here z but 
as ſoon as I could make a Judgment, it was re- 
liſhed by thoſe I moſt conſulted with; I wfote 
to Mr. —— about it, deſiring him to commu- 
nicate the Purport of that Letter to you; fince 
which I have been intruſted a good deal more 
on this and many other Affairs, which I ſhall 
communicate to you when you think proper; 
but I never took upon me to ſay, I was in any 
ſhape authorized from your Court of Directors, 
to treat on any Affair of this Conſequence, nor 
ſhall, I hope, incur any Cenſure for ſo doing; 
but as J had great Reaſon to believe 1 could be 
freely entruſted, I ventured to conduct it as far 
as I could; in Conſequence of which, after 
ſundry Meetings, the French agreed to confine 
their Propoſals to three Articles, which they gave 
me, and under this Cover is Copy of them ; de- 
ſiring at the ſame Time, they might be laid be- 
fore your Court, in order to know their Senti- 
ments; to this give me leave to add, that ſuch 
in the Miniſtry, whoſe Sanction will be ſtill ne- 
ceffary, have been conſulted, and made no Ob- 
jection to them on their Side; but till they know 
what Additions, Diminutions, or how far they 
might be acceptable in England, they would ap- 
pear no further in it; but one Thing I have 
already told them, that I apprehended fince 
Ie Queen. 
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Queen Anne had reſigned all Title to any Share 
of Prizes that might be taken by the Men of 
War, which was afterwards confirmed by Act of 
Parliament; I believed it would be a difficult 
Matter to extend the Neutrality to the Weſtward 
of the Cape of Good Hope, but to the Eaſtward 
of that Place you were ſole Maſters; before 1. 
conclude, give me Leave here jo ſay, I ſhall 
think myſelf very happy if the Steps I have 
ventured to take, may meet with your Appro- 
bation ; I was moved by no other Spring than 
a zealous Attachment to the Service of your 
Company, as I will give Place to no one in my 
beſt Wiſhes that their Affairs may ever proſper z 
I ſhall now wait your Orders, and as ſoon as you 
pleaſe to honour me with them, they ſhall be 
punctually executed, as I deſire nothing more 
than to approve myſelf on all Occaſions, 


SIR, &c. 


H—y G—h, Eſq, to Hy L—w=-r, Eſq; 
dated at London, Nov. 19, 1742. 


SIX, 


Have received your Favour, and have men- 

tioned the Affair of a Neutrality between the 
two Companies; we think ſuch a Thing can be 
of no Service further than as it may be agreed 
on as in the laſt War betwixt the Settlements, 
as was done between Madraſs and Pondicberry; 
it would be for our Intereſt at all Events to get 


Men 
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Men of War there, and though hitherto they 
have done us little Service in thoſe Parts, yet we 
think. as the French Ships are now richly laden, 


it would be a ſtrong Temptation to look after 
them. I am, 
| SF FOOT 
H—y L—w—r, Eſq; to Monſ D—s, dated 
at Boulogne, Dec, 10, 1742. 


SIX, 
1 Should ſodner have done myſelf the Honour 

of anſwering your Favour of the 19th ult. 
but that I waited to know the Reſult of the 
Councils from our Court of Directors, which I 
have but juſt received, by which I very eaſily 
perceive the Affair of a Neutrality will have long 
Conſequences before it is perfected; the Reaſon 
of ſuch Delay I can eaſily account for, but fo 
ſoon as I can hear of any Thing that can be de 
pended upon, I will not fail to do. myſelf the 
Honour to give you the earlieſt Notice. I am, 


SIX, &c. 


H—y L—w—r, Eq; to H- G—h, E.; 
dated at Boulogne, Dec. 13, 1742. 


S 1 R. 
Am to acknowledge the Honour of your Fa- 
vour of the 19th ult. by which I obſerve you 
do not think it neceſſary to treat with the French 
on 
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on the Subject of a Neutrality ; in Obedience to 
which I have wrote to thoſe Gentlemen at Paris 
I conſulted on this Occaſion, in ſuch a Stile, as 
to leave a Door open to renew this Treaty 
again, if hereafter you ſhould judge it proper; I 
hope the Steps I have taken will not leſſen me 
in your Eſteem ; and am, 


S I R, &c. 


Some Time after this, Mr. L—w—r returned 
to England, and wrote another Letter to Monſ. 
D——s, who ſent him this Anſwer from Paris, 
dated May 13, 1743. 


S 1 XK, 


I Received with much Pleaſure, the Letter you 

did me the Honour to write me from London; 
be aſſured, that no Body honours and reſpects 
you more than I do, and that nothing could give 
me more Pleaſure than Opportunities to convince 
you thereof. 

I cannot conceive what Reaſons can be given, 
for oppoſing the Succeſs of a Project, which has 
no other End than the Security and Tranquillity 
of the Trade of each Company ; the Execution 
of which may prevent them Expences, and per- 
haps very conſiderable Loſſes; your Company 
has more to loſe than ours, as they carry on a 
more conſiderable Trade, therefore the greater 
Advantage is on their Side; I am aſſured our 
Government will approve the Treaty, if Things 
were favourably diſpoſed with you, and if my 
coming 
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coming to London would determine them, I would 
undertake it with Pleaſure, and bring with me 
the proper Powers. I am, 


nm r A „ * 


APP ERB D 
No. 2. 


Xtract from the Diary delivered the Court of 

Directors of the moſt material Occurrences 
at Madraſs, from the 18th of Auguſt 1746, the 
firſt Time the French came againſt it, to the 13th 
of November, when Mr. Morſe, &c. arrived at 
Pondicherry. 

Sept. 7th. Mr. Smith, Engineer, Bombardier 
and Gunner, died this Day of a Fever ; and the 
Incapacity of the Mates for a due Diſcharge of 
thoſe Offices being ſo notorious, Mr. Jones was 
deſired to take that Truſt upon him, as the 
moſt able Man then in Town. _ 

This Afternoon about Three o'Clock, the 
Enemy began to play upon us from nine Mortars, 
which they had planted behind the Garden Houſe, 
and which with the ſix to the Southward, conti- 
nued throwing their Bombs the reſt of the N 
and Night. 

Sept. 8th. A Party of the Enemy appearing 
this Morning to the Weſt Side of the black 
Town, Lieutenant Gingen was ordered with ſome 
Men from the North Curtin, and the eee 
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of Reſerve to oppoſe them if they attempted to 
enter that Way; but with Inſtructions if he 
found himſelf overpowered, to retreat in Time to 
the Choultry Gate, and upon making the Signal 
agreed on, he ſhould be let in. 

This Day and Night the Enemy fired from 
both their Bomb Batteries on the white Town, 
and *tis computed have thrown to this Time 
near if not. full Seven Hundred Shells. 

Sept. gth. Lieutenant Gingen reports that ſome 
of his Men had been plundering in the Black 
Town, and had broke into a Houſe where there 
was Arrack; that he had ordered them, and 
taken all Meaſures in his Power, to oblige them 
to repoſe themſelves in the Day Time, as no 
Bombs had fallen that Way, but could not pre- 
vail with them to do fo; that with too much 
Liquor, and too little Reſt, moſt of them were 
become in a Manner incapable of ſtanding to 
their Arms in the Night, or of being properly 
ſerviceable. | | 

The Enemy played both their Bomb Batteries 
fo briſkly, moſt Part of this Day and Night, the 
laſt eſpecially, that it was judged they had 
thrown near Five Hundred Shells ſince Day 
break; ſome of the Ships alſo firing on the 
Town in the Night, accompanied with frequent 
Alarms on the Land Side, occaſioned many of 
the Military Topaſſes, and all thoſe of the Gun 
Room to deſert, by dropping down from the 
Walls next the Sea, through ſome of whom it is 
not to be doubted, but the Enemy would learn 

| the 
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the Diſpoſition of our People, and the Condition 
they were in, as they had from Time to Time 
from ſome or other of the Roman Catholicks, 
received Intelligence of every Meaſure taken in 
Town; moſt of the Exropeans in the Gun Room 
having alſo left their Poſts before Eleven at 
Night, when the Gunner going the Rounds, 
found but Eleven of his Crew upon Duty, 
whereby ſome of the Batteries became quite ex- 
poſed and defenceleſs ; particularly that called 
the Gunners Battery, where only the Command- = 
ing Officer, and one- more remained : Advice 
being alſo brought this Day, that the Enemy 
were preparing to raiſe a large Battery of eighteen 
Pounders, and had ſent for almoſt all their Sea- 
men on Shore to join in a general Aſſault, as it 
was thought the next Night, many of the Inha- 
bitants became importunate with the Governor 
and Council to ſurrender. 

Lieutenants Holland and Gingen, (old Eckman 
through long Fatigue, being in a Manner inca- 
pable of further Duty) being aſked if in our Cir- 
cumſtances they thought the Town tenable, re- 
plied, that conſidering the great Extent of the 
Place, and in how many Parts it was open to 
eaſy Aſſaults, the Number of Men the Enemy 
were ſaid to have to make them, and the few 
effective ones they had to oppoſe them; they 
muſt confeſs they doubted if it could be main- 
tained ; but that for themſelves, be the Event 
what it might, they were a, to ſtand to their 

__ Poſt, 
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Poſts, and behave as Officers ought while they 
had Life. 

The Hour thus approaching that muſt deter- 
mine the Fate of Madraſs, it was judged neceſ- 
fary to come to ſome final Reſolution and that 
we might take the moſt prudent and becoming 
one, our unhappy Circumſtances would admit, 
the Strength of the Enemy, and our Power of 
Oppoſition were more particularly weighed. 

The Enemy, by the beſt Intelligence that could 
be got, and beſt Judgment that could be formed, 
had, or would have on Shore next Morning, 
upwards of Three Thouſand Europeans, with at 
leaſt Five Hundred Coffrys, and a Number of 
Cephoys and Peons; and though the two laſt 
ſhould not be deemed qualified to act in a real 
Aſſault, it is ſuppoſed they might ſerve as well as 
any, mixt with a few of the worſt Europeans, to 
make falſe Alarms in the Night, either in the 
Black Town, the Copang, or upon the Iſland; 
and ſo keep even our few Men harraſſed, di- 
vided, and diverted from their grand Attacks; 
and as it was paſt all Doubt, that the Enemy 
had been long apprized of the State of our Gar- 
riſon, and had been of old well acquainted with 
our Town, and its weak Parts, it might be pre- 
ſumed they had not neglected to bring with them 
all Engines and Inſtruments of War, proper to 
make their Advantage of our Defects, more 
eſpecially as dur Deſtruction feems to have been 


their Point in View ever ſince the Year 1739,” 
when 
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when this ſame Monſ, de la Bourdonnais came to 
_ Pondicherry with a Force conſiderable enough, in 
Hopes and Expectation that a Declaration of War 
would ſoon have followed, and have given him Li- 
berty to have acted then, and had moreover for above | 
a Year paſt been preparing; and the Gentlemen no 
leſs induſtriouſly at Pondicherry, to put their long 
ſince projected Deſign in Execution, now the wiſhed- 
for Occaſion preſented, the Barrier of Peace no 

longer ſubſiſting. 
The Extent and Condition of our Black and 
White Town, with the Number and Quality of our 
Men, being next conſidered, it was found the Ex- 
tent of both Towns, was full two Miles, that is to 
lay, the former near ſeven thouſand Feet, and the 
latter above four thouſand three hundred; the Can- 
non all withdrawn from, or nailed up, in the Black 
Town, before Mr. Smith died, in Conſequence of 
his and the Officers Opinion that it would be im- 
practicable with our Men to defend it, as all the 
Walls are low, thoſe on the Eaſt and Weſt Side, 
without ſo much as a Ditch before them, that on 
the North at twenty Feet Diſtance from the Wall, 
and an open Entrance to go between, the Points to 
the North and Weſt by much too ſmall to diſcourage 
or repel the Attacks of a European Enemy; and that 
at the South Welt Angle many Years ago deemed 

incapable of ſuſtaining the dead Weight of Cannon, 
much. leſs the Shock of firing them; the Reflection 
naturally occurring hereon being, that if it could not 
be maintained with what Cannon there was .upon 
the * it muſt be an eaſier ee to the 
| Enemy 
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Enemy without them, who in that State might 
make themſelves Maſters of it at Pleaſute, and with- 
out Expence.— Suppoſing them thus poſſeſſed of 


the Black Town, what Advantage would it give 5 


them over the White Town? 

At the North End of the White Town, runs 4 
hollow Curtin, above fix hundred Feet long, from 
Eaſt to Weſt (dividing it from the Black Town) 
at each End whereof ſtarids a Baſtion, one Flank of 
each, carrying two Guns each, defends the Wall, 
but no Ditch or other Defence without it, two large 
Gates in it, and the Houſes of the Black Town 
within ſixty Feet of it. 

On the Eaſt Side, towards the Sea, from North 

to South, is above ſixteen hundred Feet, the Wall 
where it is tolerably high, is ſo narrow, that only 
one Man can paſs at a Time, and conſequently no 
Room for ſmall Arms, to any good Purpoſe z from 
fiſhing Point at the North Eaſt Angle of the Town 
to the Half Moon Battery, is eleven hundred Feet 
of the ſixteen hundred, between which lyes thoſe 
called the Gunners and Gunners Mates Batteries, 
ſcarce above Man's Reach from the Ground, carry- 
ing only a Front Fire to the Sea, without Flanks, 
nor duely defended by the Flanks of the others, 
any more than the South Face of fiſhing Point ; 
the North Face of ſaid Point entirely undefended, 
and a Gate opening from the Black Town almoſt 
under the ſaid North Face, renders the whole ex- 
treamly weak and defective. 

At the South End runs another hollow Curtin, 
almoſt four hundred Feet in Length, from Eaſt to 

Weſt, 


Weſt, in the ſame Manner as at the North End, 
and defended exactly the ſame, except that there is 
but one Gate cloſe under one of the Baſtions, and the 
Houſes of the Copang ſomewhat further from the 
Wall. 

The Weſt Side towards the Land almoſt ſeven- 
teen hundred Feet from South to North, has in 
ſome Parts no Wall at all, * in others a very de- 
fective one, and but one ſmall Battery about Mid- 
way, between the two Baſtions, without proper 
Flanks to ſcour the River, which towards the 
North End runs in a Curve Weſtward, cauſing that 
End of the Town to be ſo much wider than the 
South; the River in ſome Places very ſhallow, 
eſpecially towards the Southward, where there is no 
Wall; no Communication from one End to the 
other, but thro? the Streets of the Town; the whole 
as weak and defective as the other Side. 

Now to maintain a Place of this Extent, whoſe 
Fortification is thus by far the great Part ſo irregu. 
lar and imperfect, and where there is any Shew of 
Regularity labouring under the Defects above- 
mentioned, it is preſumed would require one quar- _ 
ter Part at leaſt of the Enemies Number of effective 
Men, to be commanded by a proper Number of 

Officers duly qualified; whereas it is found that 


What Mr. Barnet calls the long unflanked Garden Wall, 
was a Brick and half thick laid in Mud, and was ſo decayed, 
that by the Advice of Mr. Smith, it was, after Mr. Barnet wrote 
his Letter, great Part pulled down, leſt it ſhoald fall upon firing 
the Cannon of the Baſtion, and a Parapet breaſt high made with 
the Materials, as well as Time would permit. 


G 8 our 
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our Garriſon (to ſay nothing of the Officers) conſiſts 
not of above two Hundred effective Europeans in 
the Military, excluſive of about twenty Vagabond 
Portugueſe, the worſt Men in the World for our 
Service at this Time, and did not at firſt of above 
forty Europeans in the Gun-room, whereof not 
more than Eleven are now to be found, according 
to the Gunner's Report; of about Eighty Sailors 
the Prince/s Mary's Crew; next, if one quarter Part 
of the Topaſſes ſhould be eſteemed faithful and ef- 
fective, and one quarter Part is the Excefs that have 
the leaſt Right or Pretenſion (it any of them have) 
to be ſo ranked or ſuppoſed of both Characters; and 
- laſtly, if to theſe be added, one third Part of our 
Inhabitants, and with thoſe Gentlemen's Pardon not 
near that Proportion are any wiſe in a Capacity to 
give the leaſt Aid or Aſſiſtance in Defence of the 
Place; the whole Compound of Soldiers, Sailors, 
Gun-room, Topaſſes and Militia, could not exceed 
four Hundred effective Men; but extracting from 
the two laſt Ingredients only one eighth Part of this 
whole, as may be fully and as juily done without 
Injury or Partiality to any one of them, there will 
then remain altogether but three Hundred and fifty 
(not one eighth Part of the Enemy's Number of 
Europeans oniy } to be ſuppoſed good and effective, 
allowing whom to have been fo, yet are now for 
the moſt Part extreamly harraſſed and fatigued, by 
being three Days expoſed to the exceſſive Heats at 
that Seaſon, and as many Nights without Reſt or 
Repoſe, through the Neceſſity of conſtant Duty, as 
well as Apprehenſion and Dread of the Bombs, 
, Whoſe 


— 


[99] 
Whoſe Effects, for want of ſome Place Proof, have 
generally proved fatal to thoſe who ſlept. FN 

Such being the State of our Place, and ſuch the 
Condition of our People to defend it; omitting 
here to take Notice of a Multitude of other Defi- 
ciencies and diſcouraging Circumſtances, there ap- 
pears not the leaſt Probability of our being able to 
prevail againſt our hungry Enemies, ſhould they 
aſſault us even the next Night, or ſhould they con- 
tinue bombarding a Day or two longer, though we 
might not perhaps loſe. many Men thereby, yet all 
who remained would neceſſarily become more en- 
teebled, and leſs capable of Reſiſtance than at 
preſent. 

It is upon theſe C onſiderations, and ſceing more- 
over no Hopes of his Majeſty's Squadron returning 
to our Relief, nor Succour coming to us from the 
Country Government, Agreed, That to wait the 
Aſſault, whether the Enemy attacks the White 
Town firſt, or firſt poſſeſs themſelves of the Black, 
would be only to expoſe the whole to plunder, 
moſt of the few Engliſh in it to maſſacre, and the 
Town itſelf to their Diſcretion. 

And as the Value and Importance of this Settle- 
ment to-the Company, appears to us of a different 
Nature and Quality from the common Towns in 
Europe to their Sovereigns, it ſeems more for the 
future Intereſt and Credit of the Company, and 
our Country in theſe Parts, to redeem it if poſſible 
out of the Hands of the Enemy, though at the 
Expence of a very heavy Ranſom, than to ſacrifice 
the Lives of. the beſt Part of our few Countrymen, 


and the FN of all the Inhabitants, without a 
G 2 Frog 
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Proſpect of maintaining the Place thereby, and con- 


ſequently, without any Advantage accruing to the 
Publick by our Obſtinacy. 


Reſolved therefore, to ſend a Deputation in the 


Morning, to Monſ. de la Bourdonnais, to ſee what 
Terms can be obtained. 

Sept. 10. Meſſ. Monſon and Hallyburton are de- 
ſired, and do conſent to go to the French Camp 
for that Purpoſe. 


Mr. Hallyburton returns to Town, with M. de 4a 


Bourdonnais's Conditions figned by him, Mr. Monſon 
detained in the Camp till an Anſwer comes back. 


Mr. Halhburton returns to the Camp with the 


Articles of Surrender accepted, and ſigned by the 
Governour; M. de la Bourdonnais enters the Town 
with Part of his Men, the reſt remain at Cbindadre 
Pettah, their grand Camp. 

Sept. 11. to 15. M. de la Bourdonnais ſends all 
the Eng/iſh Soldiers and Sailors on board the Frogs 
Ships in the Road. 

The Magazines, Warehouſes, Fc. delivered over 
to M. de la Bourdonnais's Officers and Commiſſaries. 

Conferences with M. de la Bourdonnais concerning 
the Ranſom. 

Conteſt between him and the Governour of Pondi- 
cherry concerning the ſame. 

Sept. 16. Remonſtrance to M. de la Bourdonnais 


in Writing, touching his Parole of Honour, to 


accept a Ranſom for the Town, and demanding 
the Execution thereof. 


M. de la Bourdonnais puts the Chief of the Pondi- 


cherry Officers under Arreſt, with M. Paradis. 
Sept. 24. Articles of Ranſom prepared ready to 
be executed, 


Received a Proteſt from the Governour and 


Council of Pondicherry againſt M. de la Bourdonnais 
aud the Ranſom. 


Sept. 25. Anſwer to the above Proteſt, Sc. Wo 
APP E N- 
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APPENDIX, No 
State of the Garriſon. 


E bre opeans in Madraſs Garriſon, as by 

the Muſter Rolls, Septemb. 1. 1746. 
Deduct. | 

Portugueſe Sentinels, Vagabond Deſerters 


from the Military and Ships at Goa, the 
worſt Men in the World for the Ser- 
vice at that Time —— - | 
Lewis Caldirra, Sentinel, a 3 Por- 
lugueſe = 
Aut bom de Cruz, Rollier, ditto 1 
Jacob 45 Roſario, nd Michael de Roſario, 
two Drummers — Slave Boys 
Hannibal Fulian, a Black, ſent from England 
Luke Scheilds — a Fleming, in Priſon for 
correſponding with the French, and al- 
ſiſting the Priſoners to eſcape 
Adrian Miller — deſerted — — 
Serjeants upon the Rolls, not in the Service 


Sentinel ä ditto — | 


Deduct. 


In the Hoſpital, as by the Surgeons month- 
ly * Septemb. I, "6 and his 


been there 


More who ought to have I 
at leaſt 
Old Men and Boys 


Remains (excluſive of the 2 3 Portugueſe | 


firſt mentioned) Europeans to be ſup- 


poſed good and effective, Britiſh Sub- 


jiects and Foreigners, Proteſtants and 
Catholicks, — Commiſſion Of- 


3. 


ficers =— 


"I 


——ä—́—̃—b I a. 
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V1 4. 
Lieutenants ——— - — 3 
Enfigns ooo —— —— 7 
Drums —— 6 


Serjeants, Corporals, and Sentinels — 184 


Firſt Lirutinant, Peter Eckman, an ignorant 
ſuperannuated Swede, was a common Soldier Fifty 
Years ago; became afterwards a Serjeant at Fort 
St. David, and for certain Services, got an Enſign's 
Commiſſion, then a Licutenant's, and by Length of 
Liſe became the Firſt. 

Second Lieutenant, Fohn Holland, a Gentleman 
about Forty Years of Age, of -great Honour and 
Spirit, and many other amiable Qualities, but-never 
ſaw any other Service than upon the (hitherto) pee: 
able Parades of Madraſs and dt. David. 

Third Lieutenant, Rodolpbus Gingen, a Sw 
Gentleman, and as brave a one, I believe, as any of 
his Nation, of great Honour, and ſome Experience; 
having ſeen Actions in the Service of the Princes of 
Europe. 

One Enſign was a Serjeant in the Troops hers, 
came out from the Company fix or ſeven Years ago 
as an Enſign ; and, I believe, may be a good Gar- 
riſon Officer, 

Three Enſigns were a few Years ago common 
Soldiers, roſe to be Serjeants, and were choſen out 
of that Rank as Vacancies fell, but never ſaw other 
Service than relieving the Guards. 

One Enſign has * ſent to England ſince the 
Loſs of Madraſs, on Suſpicion of having cor- 
reſponded with the Enemy. 

One Enſign had been a common Soldier many 
Years under he Duke of Marlborough, and DOCK 1 in 
India quite ſuperannuated. 

One Enſign a very Youth. 


The 


1 


The Sergeants and den « cannot be ſup fea 
to be very well qualified, fince the 2d and 3d Lieu- 
tenants have often complained, they could ſcarce pick 
a Man out of their Companies fit for either Truft. 

The Topaſſes, of which the major Part of the 
Garriſon conſiſted, every one that knows Madraſs 
knows to be a black, degenerate, wretched Race of 
the antient Portugueſe, as proud and bigotted as their 
Anceſtors. lazy, idle and vitious withal, and for 
the moſt Part as weak and feeble in Body as baſe 
in Mind: Not one in ten poſſeſſed of any of on ne- 
2 In for a Soldi ier. | 


— 2 * 
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APPENDIX. my | 


Tranſlate of the Capi tulation of Fort St. George 
and the Town of Madraſs. Delivered the 
Court Directors. | 


Onditions made by Monſ. de la Ber dennis; 

General of the French before that Place, to 
Meſſ. William Monſon and John Hallyburton, Depu- 
ties from Mr. Morſe, Governour of the ſaid Fort 35 
and Town. 

Fort St. George and the Town of Madra ſs, a 
their Dependencies, this 2 1ſt Day of September, at 
Two of the Clock in the Afternoon, ſhall be deli- 
vered up to M. de la Bourdonnais with the whole: 
Garriſon, Officers, Soldiers, and Council, and all 
the Engliſh in general that are in the Fort and 
Town, ſhall remain Priſoners of War. 

All the Council, Officers, Servants, and other 
Engliſh Gentlemen of the better Sort, ſhall have Li- 
berty to-go and come wherever it ſhall ſeem good 
to * even to Europe, on Condition that they 

6 4 ſhall 
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all not bear Arms againſt France offenſively or 
defenſively till they are exchanged, according to the 
Terms preſcribed to the French by Mr. Barnett. 

To facilitate the Enghiſþ Gentlemen the Ranſom 
of the Place, and to render valid the Acts which 
ſhall in Conſequence pals, the Governour and Coun- 
cil ſhall ceaſe to be Priſoners of War, the Moment 
they ſhall enter into Negotiation, and M. de la 
Bourdonnais obliges himſelf to give them an au- 
thentic Act twenty-four Hours before the firſt 
Sitting. 

The Articles of the Capitulation being ſigned, 
thoſe of the Ranſom ſhall be regulated (a Pamiable) 
amicably between M. de la Bourdonnais, and the 
Engliſh Governour, or his Deputies, who ſhall en- 
gage to give up in good Faith all the Effects, Mer- 
chandize already received from the Merchants, or 
to be received, the Books of Accounts, Magazines, 
Arſenals, Veſſels, Ammunition and Proviſion, and 
all other Goods belonging to the Company, with- 
out being permitted to reſerve any Thing, whether 
in Matters of Gold or Silver, Merchandize, Move- 
ables, or other Effects whatever. contained in the 
Fort, the Town or Suburbs to whomſoever they 
belong, without excepting any Thing, in ſuch 
Manner as is the Right of War. 

The Garriſon ſhall be conducted to Fort St. David 
as Priſoners of War, and if by Ranſom the Town of 
Madraſs be re-delivered, the Enghſh ſhall be at 
Liberty to repoſſeſs their Garriſon to defend them- 
ſelves againſt the Country People, for that Effect 
there ſhall be returned ta the French by the Engliſh, 
an equal Number of Priſoners ; and if they have not 
at preſent a ſufficient Number of them, the firſt 
French Men that ſhall be made Priſoners after the 
Capitulation, ſhall be free to the compleat Number 
of their Garriſon, 

The 
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The Sailors ſhall be ſent to Cuddalore, and the 
of them ſhall begin with. thoſe who are 
actually now at Pondicherry, and the others ſhall 
in their own Ships to England; but they can- 
not ber Arms againſt France until an 1 
has been made of a like Number of Sailors in Indi 
or Europe, but in India by Preference. 

On theſe Conditions the Water Gate ſhall be de- 
livered up to M. de la Bourdonnais; at Two of the 
Clock in the Afternoon, the Gates of the Town 
ſhall be relieved by his Troops; they ſhall make a 
Declaration to M. de la Bourdonnais * all Mines, 
Countermines, and other ſubterraneous Works 


charged with Powder. 
Made and ſigned in the French camp this 21ſt 
of September 1746. 

Signed, 


 Mabti de la Bourdonnais. 


- 1 
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APPENDIX. No 5. 


Tranſlate of Monſ. de la Bourdonnais Commiſſion. 
Delivered to the Court of Directors. 


From the KING. 


T is ordered, that all Captains and Officers of 
the India Company's Ships, do acknowledge the 
Sieur Mabé de la Bourdonnais, Captain of a Frigate, 
and Governor of the Iſles of France and Bourbon for 
their Commander, and to obey him as ſuch, be it 
that he ſhall go on board any of the ſaid Ships, or 


that he may judge ** to ſend them on any par- 
ticular 


ticular Expedition; under Pain of my Diſplea- 

ſure. Ae ee e ie 

— 1745. 8 h 
Signed, 


And underneath, . 
PHIiLLIPEAUX, 


LOULS N 


Given for Copy, 
Mahe de Bourdonnais. 
Sieur de Fonbrun. 
Quintin de la NMiettree. 
Goupil. 
De Bouloc. | * 


2 
* 


APPENDIX. Ne 6. 


Tranſlate of a Letter to Monſ. de la Bourdon- 
nais, upon his Re-demanding his Parole to 
ranſom the Town. Delivered the Court of 
Directors. 


To Monſ. de la Bourdonnais, Governour for the Meſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty of the Iſles of France and 
Bourbon, Captain of his Majeſty's Ships, and 
General for the King. 


1 by your Arms, we have capitulated 
with you for the Surrender of our Fort and 
Town; ls having adjuſted the Lot of the Priſo- 
ners, in every Caſe which might happen, we de- 
manded of you the Ranſom of the Place, and it 
was agreed in Writing, that it ſhould be regulated 


(a Pamiable) in a friendly Manner, according 6-5 
e 


1 
the Terms; we demanded of you a further Expla- 
nation, and this was your Anſwer Word for Word. 


« Gentlemen, I do not ſell Honour. The Flag f 


« my King ſhall fly over Madraſs, or 1 will die at 


— 


the Foot of the Walls. In regard to the Ran- 
ſom of the Town, and in every Thing that is 
“ interefting, you ſhall be ſatisfied with me (and 
« taking the Hat of one of the Deputies you ſaid) 
<« here is nearly the Manner how we will regulate 
Matters; this Hat is worth ſix Rupees, you ſhall 
« give me three or four for it, and ſo of the reſt.” 
Relying on your Parole of Honour, we gave up the 
Place, and the next Day we began a Conference on 
the Subject, and have adjuſted the Conditions, the 
Articles being ready to ſign ; what then muſt have 
been our Aſtoniſnment this Day, to ſee you re-de- 
mand of us your Parole; be not diſpleaſed, Sir, 
that we require of you, by the Law of Nations, 
eſtabliſhed between the Kingdoms of France and 
Great Britain, to maintain our Capitulation, wherein 
you have promiſed the Ranſom of our Town, and 


* 


the Price has in Conſequence been regulated. Thus, 
Sir, far from giving back your Parole, we demand 


of you in the Name of the Moſt Chriſtian King, 
and the King of Great Britain, the immediate Exe- 
cution of our Capitulation, and of your Parole upon 
the Conditions and Price of Ranſom for the Town, 
and to do us Juſtice, dated +73 September 1746. 


N1cuoLlas Moks k. 


WILLIAM Mons$on; . 


Joun STRATTON. . 
THOMAS EYRE. 
EDWARD Harris, 
Jonun SAVAGE. 
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APPENDIX. Nd? 7. 


Tranſlate of the Governor and ſuperior Council of 
Pondicherry ; their a. againſt the Ran- 
fom ; with an Anſwer to their Proteſt, and 
their Ratification of the ſecond Articles of 
Ranſom. 
On the Part of the King, 
And the India Company. 


IN Conſequence of this Day's Debate, the Counc 

has declared, and do-declare by theſe Preſents to 
M. Mahe de la Bourdonnais, Knight of the Order 
of St. Louis, Governour of the Iſles of France and 
Bourbon, and Commander in Chief of the Com- 
pany's Squadron now at Madraſs, and to Mr. Mor ſe 
formerly Governour of the Town, now Priſoner of 
War, and to the Gentlethen formerly of Council of 
the ſaid Place, alſo ,Priſoners of War, that the 
Treaty of Ranſom, made by the pure Will, and 
without lawful Authority, of M. Mabe de la Bour- 
donnais, and with Priſoners who cannot engage for 
other than themſelves, eſpecially in an Affair of this 
Importance, is totally void, that we annul it, and 
regard it as if no ſuch Thing had happened, and 
that Affairs at Magdraſs ſhall reſt upon the Foot they 
were the Moment that the Capitulation was ſigned, 
and the Place given up to the victorious Arms 
of his Majeſty. At Pondicherry the goth of Sep- 
tember, 1746, | 


(L. S.) Lzs Maigs. DvuPLEix. 
Pax ADIs. Lꝝxcou. 
* Buxy ERES. MIR AN. 
| GUILLARD. 


By the Council, 
Mios. On 
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| On the Part of the Kine of Great Britain, 
And the Eaft-India Company. 


To My. Dupliex, and the ſuperiour Council of Pon- - 
dicherry. 


HE annexed is Copy of a Paper, ſigned 
by the Council of Pondicherry, which they 
delivered me in a tumultuous Aſſembly, or to { 
more properly, which they threw at me without 
any Reſpect. Politeneſs has Laws, which I ima- 
gined were immutable, even from the Victor to 
Vanquiſhed, but I have juſt now proved the con- 
trary; my good Fortune has failed me. I have 
nothing to ſay at preſent, but to anſwer to your 
Proel. a 
I have been beſieged by M. de la Bourdonnais, 
and to him I have ſurrendered my Town. I made 
a Capitulation in Haſte; it was agreed nevertheleſs, 
that the Ranſom of Madraſs ſhould be made after a 
friendly Manner. Notwithſtanding this Clauſe, in 
ſending back the Capitulation, ſigned by me, I 
charged my Deputies to demand upon that Article, 
his deciſive Parole of Honour, and without that 
Condition I had been conſtrained to have carried 
Matters to the laſt Extremity. He gave me his 
Parole in the Terms which you ſee in the Remon- 
ſtrance I made to him, demanding the Execution 
of it; in Conſequence we are agreed upon the 
Price of the Ranſom ; ought I to addreſs myſelf 
then to any other than my Conqueror : This is for , 
me an Authority ſtrictly lawful, and the only Au- 
thority eſtabliſhed in all Times by the Laws of War, 
and I have nothing to do with a ſeperate Power. 
I keep faſt to my Capitulation, and the Conditions 
agreed upon. I therefore proteſt in my Turn, 55 
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the Name of my King, againſt all. thoſe who may 
oppoſe the full and entire Execution of them, and 
I render them reſponfible for all that may happen 
therefrom ; I complained further of the injurious 
Suſpicions that have been ſcattered in Public; it 
has been ſaid openly, and it has been wrote that 
the Engliſh would not fulfil their Agreements. If 
our Hoſtages, if the Parole of Honour of all Ma- 
draſs are not ſufficient to ſatisfy the French Gentle- 
men of Pondicherry ; the Reſpect which is due to 
a Nation like mine, ought at leaſt to have ſuſpended 
a Judgment thus inſulting, till the 'Enghſb had 
failed of their Word, which will never come to 
pals, 
ON, NicnyoLas Morse. 


Madraſs, 
Septemb. 25, 1746. 


Me approve of the above. 


W. Moser. 
Johx STRATTON. 
THOMAS EYRE. 
EDwARD HaRkis. 
Jonx SAVAGE. 


Extract from the Articles agreed on between 
the ſuperior Council of Pondicherry, and 
Monſ. de la Bourdonnais, dated the 13th of 
October 174. . THI 

HE Council engage themſelves, and give their 
Parole, to keep the Articles of the T 


which M. de la Bourdonnais has made, and ſent them 
an authentick Copy of, as the Engliſs ſhall keep theirs. 


Gives 


— 


11 J 
Given for Ca Conformable to the Original. 
Drawn by us, our Secretary, and the principal of 
the Squadron at Madraſo, 21ſt of October 1746. 


LAURENS. 

StEVUR DE FONBRUN. 
 GovplL. 

DE BovLoc. 

GiBLox Duck. 
| QuinTin DE La METTREE. 


MARE DE LA BOURDONNAIS. 


The Diary entire, the general Letter from Pondi- 
cherry erry, of the 18th of January 1746-7 ; the Arti- 
cles of Ranſom, with the other Letters and Papers 
that paſſed between the Engliſh and French at Ma- 
draſs afterwards, and delivered the Court of Direc- 
tors, are too long to be inſerted here; theſe, it is 
preſumed, are ſufficient to make appear, in ſome 
Degree, how candid and as the Directors 
Proceedings have * a ; 


— 
— — as. —__— * 
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APPENDIX. Ne 8. 
Madraſs in Account with the Ranſom. 


Y the Company's Buildings, which. 
coſt not leſs than 400,000 Padogas, | 
when Materials and Labour were much 
leſs coſtly than will ever be again. To | _ 
rebuild ſuch hereafter will coſt at leaſt | 500000 
N. B. There age, rf to be- 
lieve, that the Government of Pondi. E 
cherry would have diſmantled and W 
a | moliſhed 


[ny Oil 


moliſhed the whole Town, but more | © 


eſpecially the Company's Buildings, if } 


they had not received by the Centaur, 
Mars and Brilliant freſh Inſtructions, 
in Conſequence of our having taken 
Cape Breton, which cauſed the French 
to alter their Meaſures. 

By Loſs of Revenues, which would have 
been ſaved by the Ranſom, viz. 

For 3 Years, from Oclo- 
ber 1746, near 


For only 7 Years, from Oc- 
tober 1749, full Isooooo 


N. B. From the Nature of Things, 
there muſt doubtleſs be a great Loſs 


in the Revenue for many more Years, 
if not forever after; but I ſhall make 


200000 


no Eſtimate of it, as it is not wanted 


to ſwell this Account. 


* 


— 
2 2 — — 


* 
- 


By the Deficiency in the Inveſtment for- 


three Years only. As upwards of 10000 
Bales of Callicoes were provid A on the 
Coaſt, in 1744 and 1745, which coſt 
about 1,000,000 of Pagodas, and as 
upwards of 6000 Bales would have 
been provided in 1746, had not the 
Place fallen into the Enemy's Hands in 
the September of that Year, when above 
4000 were actually ready; it is not to 
be doubted but 200,000 Pagodas a 
Year might have been paid the French 
for three Years (ſuivant les Termes) 
and 3000 Bales a Year, or 9000 in the 
three Years have been ſent Home beſide, 
from which, if for what has been pro- 
vided in 1747 and 1748, and what 


poſſibly 


[ 


p | 


A 


T7] 


Pp potty may be in 1749, 3000 Bales 1 


deducted, there remains 
ency of 6000 Bales, which would have, 
bong provided, by virtue of. the Ran- 
ſom Treaty, more than is at preſent, 
and which at 100 Pagodas per Bale, is 
600,000 Pagodas. whereon, if a Nett 
Gain of only 80 per Cent. be reckoned 
the Difference is — — 
N. B. C ; 
ſince the Loſs of Madraſs about 2500 
Bales muſt be deducted, that were pro- 


— 


— cc 


a Defici- 4 


— — ——— — 
. * N 
- 


vided at Fort St. David and the North- 
ern Settlements in 1746, before the 
Place was loſt. 
N. B. I the fu 
per Cent. be objected to, let a State- 
ment be made from the Invoices and 
Sales of, with the Accounts of Freight 
and Duties on, all Choromandel Coaſt | 
Goods, from thoſe ſent in 1744, to 
- this Time. 
Ry 4 Ships Demurrage in India, 8 
this Deficiency in the Inveſtment —— 
N. B. For how many Years more there 
may be a-Neficiency in the Inveſtment, 
or how great it be, it is impoſſible 
to determine, conſidering the preſent 
and very 
and Madraſs. 
By the Princeſs Amelia, loſt by the French 
being 1 


would have ſuffered the like Fate. 


ppoſed Advance of 80 


different State of Pondicherry | 


in Poſſeſſion of Madraſs ———— | 
N. B. It was- greatly to be apprehended | 
ſeveral ether Outward-bound Ships , | 


50000 


1. 


120000 


| 


By the Merchants Wee and che Feta | 
Ballances about | 


1 


* — 


| 50000 \ 


” 4 


H 


| Pagodas-,700000 


[aw] 
By half the Military, Gunners, and other 
Stores, agreed 'by the Treaty to be left, 


which, except the Ordnance, have cer-. 


tainly been uſed and ſpent by the French. 
I ſhall not compute their Value. 
By various other leſſer Loſſes, and ex- 
traordinary Expences, the Company 
muſt ſuſtain by the French deſtroying, 
or even only remaining in Medraſs. 
Neither ſhall I particularly enumerate 
theſe, as they are not wanted to fill up 
this Account. 

By what it was ſuppoſed the Company 
would have given, even had not the 
Value of the Place to them been alto- 


gether adequate to the Ranſom, - to 


have preſerved from Ruin, this moſt 
eſtimable and greatly admired Seat of 
their Preſidency ; and to have averted 
the additional Diſgrace, and Indignity 
to the Engliſo Name, and Reputation 
in the Indies; through an envious and 
malicious Enemy remaining Maſters of 
it; living at Diſcretion in it, and at 
Liberty to deſtroy. it at Pleaſure. 
By what it was. ſuppoſed the Company 
would chearfully have given, even had 
not the Value of the Place to them 
been altogether adequate to the Ran- 
ſom, from Principles of Humanity, E- 
quity and Generoſity; for the Redemp- 
tion of the Eſtates and Properties of ſo 
great a Number of Inhabitants, who 
had paid ſo long, and ſo largely for 
their Protection; yet, in the Days of 
their Danger, Diſtreſs and Sorrow found 
none; I' ſhall not preſume to rate this 
Article. 


. 
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_Fugh 
By various other Conſiderations not im- 
| mediately relative to Money, but 
which it was judged might ſhortly 
conduce not leſs to the Publick In- |. 
tereſt and Utility. © 
| 5 Pagodas 


To the Ranſom Price — 1,100,000 
To the Difference of Ex- 
pences in three Years at | 
Madraſs, had the Ran- 
ſom Treaty ſtood good, 
and the Place and People | 
remained thereby in their |. 
late happy and flouriſh- 
ing State — 100,000 
—— 1,200, 000 
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